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Be open about race rel ations
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RACI AL harnony was the reverberating thenme at the Gerakan's first nationa
del egat es conference of the new nm |l ennium

The party, sensitive to the needs of the "social contract" inked by the
country's founding fathers 43 years ago, is reiterating the need for
continued tol erance and openess when di scussing and resol ving raci al
i ssues.

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik's call to be sensible in
times of racial distress, is valid, especially for a party that endorses
non-racial politics to achi eve peace, progress and stability.

There shoul d be no question of the review of the social contract agreed
upon 43 years ago, he inpl ored.

Limsaid this should be so especially regarding the rights of Ml ays and
non- Mal ays.

This stand is made in the face of Malaysia's multi-racial composition,
where maturity and responsibility at all |evels is needed.

These attributes are also the key ingredients in the country's bid to
create a Bangsa Ml aysi a (Mal aysi an race).

For all the talk of a closeted nation not bent on di scussing sensitive
i ssues openly, one can nmarvel at just how open di scussion on race
rel ati ons have been in recent weeks.

There was further talk yesterday in the Gerakan - reinvention and
renewal of the party's struggle and objectives in resolving racially
sensitive issues.

But there were al so rem nders about not taking racial harnony for
granted despite 43 years of independence.

The Mal aysi an way towards race relations, it seens, is still workable,
consi dering that nmajor powers like the United States, Britain and
Australia are having trouble defining and tackling theirs.

Mal aysia has, to a certain extent, buried the ghost of May 13.

But conmparing the "discussion” over May 13 with the recent disclosure of
Australia's "Stol en Generation"” of Aborigines forcibly taken away from
their famlies and the US phalanx of racial bigotry that danpens bl acks
advancenent, it would seemthat we are in good hands.

Over here, affirmative action, the very activity that sounds |ike a bad
horror novie in the US, has been a useful tool to unite and advance the
races.

Wiile the US courts have ruled affirmative action as unconstitutional,
Mal aysi a has made advances, particularly fromthe New Econom c Policy and
t he National Devel opnment Policy.

But it is generally regarded that Anmerican fear of |osing status
translates into a bunker nmentality - anything that threatens its econonmic
and political hegenbny nust be opposed.

Fl awed as the NEP or NDP nay be, all races have secured mgjor
concessi ons but as the good doctor said, if everybody conpl ains he or she
has not gotten rmuch, then the Government has been very equitable inits
shari ng of the econom c cake.

Wil e national |eaders have advocated that "sensitive" issues |ike Mlay
and non-Mal ay rights be di scussed and debated, hotly if need be, behind
cl osed doors, there is no reason that the generalities of positive ties,
Ii ke those proposed by Dr Mahat hir yesterday, should not be openly
debat ed.



It is now up to educationists, teachers, student unions and ot her
rel evant bodies to take up the Prine Mnister's poser - how do we
i ntegrate students already pol ari sed fromyears of conpl acency without
di srupting the uni queness of vernacul ar school s?

And to top that, how do devel opers build homes that integrate the races
i nstead of setting themapart by overpricing houses to the extent that
only one race can afford it?

There are many informal platfornms to engage in this debate - the unique
Mal aysi an open houses during the four great religious festivities, the
Rukun Tet angga, sports neets and even Bangsar's pubs, Anpang's
di scot heques and Sheila Majid concerts.

These are great informal platfornms to di scuss what would seemto be
"sensitive issues"” without letting themdegenerate into full-bl oodi ed
riots!

Let's give the tolerant multi-racial Mlaysian public the benefit of the
doubt in having fruitful, if not passionate, discussions.

In spite of politicians' clains that sonme Ml aysians are not yet ready
to discuss race relation issues in the open, there would be nany who can
and who will.
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