17/ 07/ 2000

Be prepared to | ead, younger generation told

KUCHI NG Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said the
younger generation should not be frustrated when their views went unheeded
by present | eaders because the Government woul d be handed down to t hem one
day.

Speaking at a youth rally at Stadi um Perpaduan in Petra Jaya near here
today, he said the younger generation would be able to carry out their own
i deas when they took over the | eadership of the country.

"The present generation will not be in the Governnment forever and when
t he younger generation take over the country's | eadership, they nust
ensure that the country continues to devel op."

However, he said criticismbeing levelled at | eaders by the younger
generation was expected and it was unavoi dabl e.

In this respect, Dr Mahathir advised youths to focus their attention on
equi ppi ng themsel ves with know edge and skills to ensure that they woul d
be prepared to |l ead the country.

"It is the responsibility of the younger generation to ensure that
Vi sion 2020 is realised because when it was planned, it was with you in
m nd, " he said.

He al so rem nded themthat they nust uphold the rule of |aw because
without it there woul d be chaos in the country.

Earlier, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud, in his speech,
described Dr Mahathir as a "nmodern day rebel” for openly expressing his
opi ni on about what was best for the country.

He said Dr Mahathir was courageous in asserting new i deas which others
had not thought of earlier

The rally was attended by nore than 3, 000 yout hs.
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