29 JUL 2000
Mahat hi r - Gun
BE RESPONS| BLE | N KEEPI NG FI REARMS, G VE ACCURATE | NSTRUCTI ON, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
urged all security forces personnel entrusted with firearns to be nore
responsi bl e i n keepi ng such weapons.

"I feel many people are not concerned...we have issued directives so
that they woul d be npre cautious with the weapons in their possession.

"But it appears as though they do not pay attention (to the extent)
that they | eave the weapons in the car, no one taking care (of the
weapons)," he said at a nedia conference after launching the Solidarity
Gathering in conjunction with Wrkers' Day 2000 at Putra Stadi um Bukit
Jalil here.

When asked to coment on the incident where a robber escaped with a
police patrol car and a sub-nmachi negun in Sungai Tua, Selayang on Thur sday,
the Prinme M nister said everyone concerned nmust be wary "because a weapon
held in one's hand can al so be grabbed".

"I feel it's good if they were nore responsi ble and gi ve out accurate
instructions on the matter," he said.

When asked to coment on foreign nedia reports that clai ned he was
using the incident on the firearns heists by nenbers of the Al -M'unah
movenent fromtwo arny canps in Gerik, Perak on July 2 for his political
gains, Dr Mahathir said he could keep quiet.

"But, what woul d happen if the governnment keeps qui et and such
i nci dents keep occurring.

"Ckay, if they want us to keep quiet and the problens escal ate, people
keep doing this sort of thing, because we don't want to tal k (about
it)...that's okay," he said.

The Prime M nister said the governnment had | ong ago warned about the
dangerous effects of the canpaign to instigate people to hate the
establ i shment .

"This is the effect of the hate canpaign...people don't think at all,
(they) are willing to kill people, willing to torture people...just because
of hatred. Hatred for nme, (they) want me to step down, don't become PM
(Prinme Mnister)," he said.

On July 2, a group of 15 men inpersonated as mlitary personnel and
robbed a substantial anmount of firearnms fromtwo mlitary canmps in Perak
Two security forces nenbers taken hostage were nurdered.
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