27/ 07/ 2000
Be responsi bl e, says PM

Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has advi sed those
intending to go into the devel opnent of eco-tourismto be responsible and
m ndful in the protection of the environnent.

The Prime M nister said eco-tourismdevel opers nmust not only think about
maki ng profit and forget the responsibility of preserving the country's
nat ural beauty.

"W nust protect the environment as it is an inval uabl e asset,’
at the official opening of the Sutera Harbour Resort here today.

Spraw ed over 153ha, the resort conprises two five-star hotels, a 27-
hol e chanpi onshi p golf course, a nbdern narina and extensive sports and
recreational facilities.

The devel opment of the RML.4 billion resort began in 1994 on a reclai med
area on the fringe of Kota Kinabalu city.

Dr Mahathir said tourismoperators nust maintain the good i mage of
Mal aysi a as a safe, attractive and popul ar destination in the region.

"Pronoting the country's natural beauty can be sensitive as it could
spark criticismand allegations, especially fromthe Wst, that Ml aysia
has been destroying the environnent.

"Issues related to cleanliness of water, river pollution, |andslips and
| oggi ng shoul d al so be taken into account in the devel opnent of tourist
destinations."

The Prime Mnister said efforts to pronote donmestic tourismnust al so be
given attention

Based on statistics, about 15 million donestic travellers are expected
to visit Sabah this year conpared to only 13.8 million in 1997.

He said local tourists nust be kept abreast of new tourism products
avail able in the country.

"Donestic tourismcan be pronoted by offering attractive packages."

Dr Mahathir also said in the era of globalisation, Mlaysia nmust take
advant age of information technology to pronote its attractions.

"We nmust act fast and not have the "wait-and-see' attitude, otherw se we
will be left behind," he added.

Present at the function were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Chief
M ni ster Datuk Seri Osu Sukam Sutera Harbour chairman Tan Sri Kami |
Jaafar and its Chief executive officer Edward Ong.
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