08 NOV 2000
Mahat hi r - St udent s
BE SENSI TI VE TO OTHER RACES' CUSTOMS, CULTURES, STUDENTS TOLD

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 8 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today
students nust be instilled with the values to respect and be sensitive to
the custons and cultures of other races in Malaysia right fromtheir schoo
days.

The prime mnister said this could ensure the peace and devel opnent
enjoyed by the country's nmulti-racial society and to avert racial tension
and riots.

"Even if we are fromdifferent schools, we nust find the opportunity to
gather. Al nust be sensitive to our friends fromother races... Ml ays
nmust be sensitive to the custons of the Chinese and I ndians and
vi ce-versa," he said when speaking at the "Love the Nation Programme Wth
The Prime Mnister" at the Bestari Secondary School, here.

Dr Mahathir said students nust learn to preserve the country's peace
fromtheir school days and live together with the other races because in
the event of a civil unrest, it was inpossible to devel op the country.

He said there was continued peace in Ml aysi a because the people were
sensitive towards the other races and refrai ned from doi ng things that
woul d hurt the feelings of their friends fromanother race.

A total of 500 students fromthe Schools' Communication C ub from
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a attended the functi on.

Al so present were Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned
Ali, Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mbhanmad and | nformati on M ni ster Tan
Sri Khalil Yaakob.

Dr Mahathir al so said teachers were responsi ble for incul cating noble
val ues anong students so that they woul d becone good citizens and w se
| eaders.

"That's why al nost 30 per cent of the one mllion-odd civil servants
are teachers. The government spent one-third of the country's revenue for
education to equi p students with know edge, " he said.

To become | eaders of the country, students nust have adequate
know edge, values and cultures suitable to the country's | eadership, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said students must also realise the inportance of the |ove
for the country as it was here they were born, grew up and would live their
lifes.

"We are a nulti-racial country, we nust be responsible to care for and
devel op our country," he said.

He al so urged students to naster Information Technology (IT) as it
woul d be very useful in future and in hel ping a person to nake w se
deci si ons.

"It is for this reason the governnent was spending billions of ringgit
to provide IT facilities, including this smart school. W nust be thankful
for the facilities we have and nust take care of them" he said.

Later, at a question-and-answer session with the students, Dr Mahathir
said students aspiring to beconme future | eaders of this country nmust have
hi gh di scipline and self-control especially in facing challenges of
gl obal i sati on.

Replying to a question on |lack of educational facilities in rura
school s as conpared to urban ones, Dr Mahathir said it was due to limted
al | ocati on.

Furt hernore, student popul ation in urban areas was bigger and the



governnent nust ensure majority students benefited fromthe facilities
provi ded, he said.

"W have 8,000 schools but we cannot convert all of themto smart
schools. W'll start off with 90 schools first and hope that sonetinme in
future, all schools in the country will be smart school s," he added.
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