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Be sensitive, Europe told (HL)

Carol yn Hong
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
urged Europe to be sensitive to Southeast Asia's concerns and be willing

to transfer technol ogy at nom nal cost.

He said technol ogy transfers were very costly for Southeast Asian
nations, given that the rich have succeeded i n naki ng copying or "reverse
engi neering" a crine.

"It is not that we are prone to crimnal acts but when the price
difference is too great, it is difficult to stop people from breaching
copyright laws," he said about software copyright breaches.

He agreed that countries should rigorously enforce intellectual property
rights | aws but the copyright holders should al so reduce cost in order to
make copyi ng unprofitable. He al so noted that technol ogy has only a short
shelf life.

"The point is technol ogi es should not cost too nuch," he said at the
Eur ope- Asi a Busi ness Sunmit 2000 organi sed by Kunmpul an Utusan, H'S
Mal aysi a and d obal Panel

Dr Mahathir al so urged Europe to appreciate Asia's fears about Internet-
based busi nesses and help find nmutual |y beneficial ways of doing dotcom
busi ness.

He said I nternet busi nesses, based in Western countries, could be
beneficial but they could also throw |l ocals out of business especially
importers, distributors and retail ers who coul d becone redundant.

Peopl e could | ose their jobs and the Governnment woul d not be able to
col |l ect corporate and inport taxes.

"Qur European friends nust appreciate our fears ... nore than that, they
must be prepared to work with Southeast Asians to ensure that benefits are
fairly shared and that a win-win result becones possible," he said.

He said with their tradition of innovation, it would be the Europeans
who woul d find new ways to do business on the Internet, sone of which may
be damagi ng to Asi ans.

In a lighter vein, he said that Asians had, at one tine, been nore
creative than Europeans as it was Asians who di scovered things |ike
expl osi ves and paper.

"But we stopped there. We did not develop the application of expl osives
for killing nore efficiently and for rockets to the noon

"W are happy enough to nmake firecrackers to chase away ghosts, which
seemto prefer Asians for haunting,"” he said to | aughter.

Dr Mahat hir sai d European conpani es shoul d becone a strategic partner to
Asi ans who would in turn prosper themwhen they becane good markets for
Eur opean goods, addi ng "poor people nake poor custoners.”

Dr Mahat hir sai d Sout heast Asian nations now al so had to conpete with
each other for foreign investments and had to forgo rights and revenues to
beat "our friendly conpetitors".

"The result is very mniml benefits for us," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d European and Sout heast Asi an busi nessnmen have al r eady
entered into a new phase in their relationship as there was an i ncreasi ng
foray of the latter into Europe. He said there were obviously nany
opportunities in the re-shaped ties, adding that the cultural context was
still inportant despite the advent of a world wi thout borders.

"Wt are still people, human bei ngs. W have our cultures, our loyalties
and our very human feelings. Wen doi ng busi ness, we cannot ignore these



factors.
"If we do, business between the peoples of the two regions will not | ast
for very long," he said.
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