21 OCT 2000
MAHATHI R- TI MES SQUARE
BERJAYA STAR CITY | S NON KNOWN AS BERJAYA TI MES SQUARE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 21 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad today renaned the Berjaya Star City project which is still under
construction at Jalan Inbi here as Berjaya Tines Square.
He expressed the hope that the mammoth RML. 9 billion structure would

emerge as a mmjor tourist destination in the country and add to the city's
skyl i ne.

When fully conpleted in June 2002, Tines Square woul d be the | argest
i ntegrated shopping, leisure and office conplex in the country. It is now
65 percent conpl ete.

This would al so be one of the largest buildings in the world, situated
on a 12.7 acre (5.08 ha) site, housing six conplenentary buildings in a
single structure with a built-up area of 7.5 nmllion sq ft.

In his speech at the nane change and toppi ng out cerenony, Dr Mahathir
al so said that the construction industry has contributed significantly to
the econonic growt h of Kual a Lunpur.

However, he said that the rapid construction of buildings in the city
has | ed to nunerous road bl ocks and traffic jans.

He said that foreign investors were inpressed with the tall buildings
and structures in KL such as KLCC.

However, he said that according to them many of the buil dings were
enpty or had no tenants.

The Prime M nister said he hoped that what the investors said was not
true and that Tinmes Square woul d have tenants.

He al so said that the contractor for the Tinmes Square project would
preservere to ensure that it becones a successful project.

Berjaya group chairman and chi ef executive officer, Tan Sri Vi ncent
Tan, in his speech, said the project started in October 1995, but faced
some trying tinmes because of the econom c crisis.

Currently, construction has been conpleted up to the 45th floor. The
bui I di ng woul d have 47 floors with the 47th floor to have an heli pad.

Tan said that Tinmes Square woul d have 12 anchor tenants and 800
shopl ots and woul d bring overseas retailers as well, with the first being
Debenhans of the UK which woul d be operating a speciality fashion
departnental store.

When conpl eted, Tines Square woul d boast a 56-1ane bowling alley, 50
cafes, bistros and restaurants as well as eight cinenas.

Al so, the height of the building when conpleted in m d-2002 woul d be
200 netres fromground | evel.

The buil ding works until the end of 2001 would mainly be the
installation of electrical and nmechani cal equi pnrent and internal building
fini shes.

In terns of construction progress, the project is now 65 percent
conpl ete, he said.

He said that the final nmonths from end-2001 to mnid-2002 would be the
peirod for fitting out stores and shops and conm ssioning of installations.

There woul d al so be a KLSE share tradi ng roomand an i ndoor thenme park
and an extrene sports arena which would be the largest of its kind in the
wor | d.

It would conprise such sports as skateboardi ng and rockwal | cli mbi ng

It woul d al so have a hotel and service suits which would be operated as
a city hotel and nmanaged by Berjaya Vacation C ub. -- BERNAMVA



SHO MFZ MR



	BERJAYA STAR CITY IS NOW KNOWN AS BERJAYA TIMES SQUARE (Bernama 21/10/2000)

