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THE STAR EDI TORI AL EXTRACT

(EXTRACT: Conmenting on nonthly wage for the plantati on workers THE STAR
says while it is long overdue, it is still tinely that at |least justice is being
done to a group of workers who have contributed so nuch to the national econony.
THE STAR feels if not for the intervention of the Cabinet, the workers' case
woul d have remained in linmbo. The resolution of the i ssue was hastened by a
Cabi net deci si on which instructed the Human Resources Mnistry to settle this
matter once and for all. THE STAR points out events had shown that the estate
wor kers did not di sappoint as they gave their votes to the Barisan in the 1999
general election. The government is making good its promise to chanpion their
cause.)

LONGER VERSI ON:

THE STAR, in its editorial entitled " LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL FOR
ESTATE WORKERS" says estate workers may finally see the light at the end of the
tunnel over their long-standing claimfor a nonthly wage system

"They nust be about the |ast group of workers who are being paid differently
unlike their counterparts in other industries."

THE STAR feel s sonehow, their plight has never been properly addressed by
the enpl oyers or the government until recently.

"While it is long overdue, it is still tinely that at |east justice is being
done to a group of workers who have contributed so nuch to the national econony.
"One reason for their not getting the right recognition is that they are
working in the rural areas and therefore not many people are aware of their
situation except for the estate owners and the National Union of Plantation

VWor kers.

"They al so do not have nmuch contact with the outside world as their places
of work are private property and therefore out of bounds to those not working or
living there.

"It is a classic case of "out of sight, out of mnd".

THE STAR points out for sonme reason or another, the governnent too has
seened quite reluctant to get "involved" with the workers' struggle for nmonthly
wages.

"This issue has been left to the estate owners and the workers to resol ve
with the Human Resources M nistry hol ding a watching brief."

THE STAR notes if not for the intervention of the Cabinet, the workers' case
woul d have renmmi ned in |inbo.

"The resolution of the issue was hastened by a Cabi net deci si on which
instructed the Human Resources Mnistry to settle this matter once and for all."

THE STAR points out the M C cane out very strongly on the workers' side and
even Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik, also threw his support in
favour of the new system of paynent.

"As Primary Industries Mnister Dr Limof course has a vested interest as
pal moil and rubber are under his portfolio.

"If there should be any drop in production due to any industrial dispute,



then Mal aysia's exports of these two crops would be affected. ™

According to THE STAR, politics could not be ruled out and the M C president
Datuk Seri S.Sanmy Vellu realised that the votes of these estate workers,
especially the Indians, could be crucial.

"Events had shown that the estate workers did not disappoint as they gave
their votes to the Barisan in the 1999 general el ection.

"The governnent is nmaking good its prom se to chanpion their cause.”

THE STAR i s confident that with the new m Il ennium the estate workers can
| ook forward to a better deal fromtheir enployers.

"Apart fromthe paynent issue, the authorities are also | ooking into better
housi ng, health and other amenities which will make their life so nmuch easier

"M ni ster Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn has al so requested t he Econom cs and
Busi ness Admi nistration Faculty of University Malaya to come up with formula on
a nonthly wage for the estate workers and the i npact on the industry."

(Editor's note: MALAYSI A NANBAN ALSO WRI TES AN EDI TORI AL ON THE SAME TOPI C)
NANYANG SI N CHEW EDI TORI AL EXTRACTS

Two Chi nese newspapers express concern over possible "coneback" of haze
resulting fromnmassive forest fires in Sumatra and Riau |slands in | ndonesi a.

Noting that air quality in peninsula Ml aysia, particularly Klang Vall ey,
had deteriorated lately as a result of the current dry spell, nmade worst by bush
fires in Indonesia, NANYANG SI ANG PAU whil e wel conming a recent order by the
Envi ronnent Department requiring high rise owners to install sprinkler system
neverthel ess, feels it is merely a stopgap neasure.

The daily fears air pollution in the country may take a worst turn when the
current north-easterly wi nds change to south-westerly w nds bringing nore
polluted air particles into the peninsul a.

The paper recalls an agreenent to enforce a "zero burning"” policy in the
regi on anong Asean nenber countries and as such I ndonesia should continue to
take concrete action to curb the problem

NANYANG al so suggests that a trans-border agreenent to check haze pollution
be formul ated, to enable Asean nmenbers to institute | egal proceedings to resolve
t he haze woe.

SIN CHEWJI T POH:

SIN CHEW says the haze "nightrmare” will continue to haunt |ndonesia's
nei ghbours if Jakarta does not seek a long termsolution to the haze probl em

Forests fires in Indonesia, the daily says, is not an act of God but
nman- nade.

The daily cites anong other things shortage of enforcement officers to fight
fires for the problem

It al so pinpoints | ogging conpani es and big plantation owners as culprits,
al though primtive shifting cultivation by a small nunber of farners is also an
contributing factor.

SIN CHEW urges the I ndonesian authorities to step up their enforcenent to
bring to book those set ablaze forests openly. Stiffer punishnment including
hefty fine and jail sentence should be inposed to serve as a deterrent.

It also calls for efforts to rehabilitate shifting cultivators by educating
them and providing themnecessary tools for cultivation of crops.

The paper, neanwhile, urges the Ml aysi an governnment to nmake public



devel oprment of the Air Pullutant Index to enable nmenbers of the public to take
necessary precautions to safeguard their health.

NEW STRAI TS TI MES EDI TORI AL EXTRACT

(EXTRACT: NST is confident with the proposed K-econony nasterplan, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad will give the country a strong presence
in the cyber geography of the Informati on Age. No | ess than a cyber visionary
himsel f, Dr Mahathir is likely to add a new di nension to the nation's effort to
shift gear into a know edge-driven econony. The English daily notes with the
right strategies, we may find oursel ves standing on equal footing with sone
devel oped nations in the quest for cyber-supremacy. The key to is the nationa
recognition and recrui tment of know edge professionals. It is not the
el ectronics, conputers or softwares that will be the prine nover but the
know edge persons.)

LONGER VERSI ON:

NST, inits editorial entitled " PO SED TO MOVE FORWARD' says with the
proposed K-econony masterplan, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
will give the country a strong presence in the cyber geography of the
I nformati on Age.

"No | ess than a cyber visionary hinself, Dr Mahathir is likely to add a new
dimension to the nation's effort to shift gear into a know edge-driven economny."

NST notes the proposition is well-tined.

"It is said that the Information Revolution is now at the point at which the
I ndustrial Revolution was in the early 1820s when the railroad was created in
1829.

"Fromthereon, things noved fast with dramati ¢ changes in the econom c
political and social spheres.

"As described by French historian Fernand Braudel, it was the railroad that
made France into one nation and one cul ture.

"It was the railroad, too, that shaped West America.

"There is a parallel here which, we suspect, is long known to Dr Mahahtir
and, consequently, enticed himin his bid to put the country on the anorphous
and borderl ess cyber map."

NST asks: The parallel?

"E-commerce is to the Informati on Revol ution what the railroad was to the
I ndustrial Revol ution.

"Both were totally new and unprecedent ed.

"The railroad created a nental geography where humanity nastered di stance
whil e E-commerce created a cyber geography where di stance is elim nated.

"There is only one econony, one narket.

NST observers: Wre French econom st Jean Baptiste Say around today, his
observation that "the Industrial Revol ution had changed econonics by creating
the entrepreneurs" woul d have been changed to "the Informati on Revol uti on has
changed econonics by creating the entrepreneurs”.

NST feels with E-conmerce as a mmj or worl dw de distribution channel for
goods, services and jobs, it will bring trenmendous changes in industry
structures, econonic and soci al | andscapes.

"Presently in its nascent stages, E-conmerce has already caused changes in
the nature of work, flow of products and services, consumer segnentation,



consuner val ues and behavi ous and i nformati on content in industries and
services."

NST went on to say:

"Like the railroad, E-Comrerce is the triggering point for changes yet to be
envi saged.

"The signifcance of standing at a point when this catalyst is still inits
i nfancy stage is not |lost on Dr Mahahtir.

"Start beyond this point and we will be playing catch-up for good, as is the
case in our industrialisation efforts.”

NST points out with the right strategies, we may find oursel ves standing on
equal footing with some devel oped nations in the quest for cyber-supremacy and
our corporations nay not be conpletely "amazoned" (neaning to | ose a big chunk
of business to non- Ml aysi an web conpani es).

"That said, there is notine to |ose.

"The key to capitalise on this catalytic point is the national recognition
and recrui tnent of know edge prof essi onal s.

"I't is not the electronics, conputers or softwares that will be the prine
nmover but the know edge persons."

As pointed out by Dr Mahat hir, NST says Ml aysia nust invest in the passion
and capabilities of knowl edge workers and | ay the foundation for learning at the
primary | evel.

"The foundation nmust enconpass all segnents of society so that K-econony
will not be an "encl ave devel opnent"”.

"The masterplan nmust have the nuts and bolts which will enable each and
every citizen, poor or rich, to harness the Know dege Revol ution.

"K-econony will become relevant only when |inked to devel opi ng the people's
true potential."

BUSI NESS Tl MES EDI TORI AL EXTRACT

(EXTRACT: BUSI NESS TI MES coments a BERNAMA news report rel eased on Thursday
quoting an United States official as saying that Washi ngton-Kual a Lunpur ties
may be chilly at present but not frozen. The official who asked not to be naned
said that rel ati ons between the two countries "have not gone down the tubes”
because "our business and economic rel ationships are good while our mlitary
cooperation is strong")

LONGER VERSI ON:

BUSINESS TIMES, in its editorial entitled "FROTHY FROSTY ROTH' says it is
quite assuring to see a US official actually nmaking an effort to "clarify" a
statement made on Mal aysi a by anot her governnent official, Assistant Secretary
of State of East Asia and Pacific Affair Stanley Roth, who reportedly said | ast
week in Hong Kong that "until there is a change in the policies, it is difficult
to envisage a warner rel ationship between the United States and Ml aysi a".

"One could inagine that this official "who asked not to be naned" occupies a
fairly senior positionin the dinton Admi straion and had spoken to the Bernama
representative in Washington out of a need to stress, particularly to the
Mal aysi an public, that Roth's remarks did not wholly reflect Washington's stand
on Mal aysia."



BUSINESS TIMES is certain that Roth's remarks do not reflect the state of
bilateral ties.

"In ternms of investnent, the US has remai ned Mal aysia' s | argest and npbst
i mportant source of foreign direct investment over the years.

"Last year, US investors proposed to establish projects valued at sone
Rwv2.54 billion (RVM6.5 billion in 1998), nore than doubl ed the worth of proposed
Japanese i nvestnents i n Ml aysi a.

"In terms of trade, the US has been Mal aysia's | argest export market for
nmany years.

"America is still a favourite place for thousands of Ml aysians to send
their children for further studies every year.

"In terns of econom c cooperation, Anerican conpanies are actively involved
i n various soci o-econom ¢ programes and are represented on various nationa
conmittees."

BUSI NESS Tl MES poi nts out there have been nunerous cl ashes of views between
Mal aysi ans and Anericans but these al nost never invol ved the ordinary person.

"PRIME M NI STER DATUK SERI DR MAHATHI R MOHAMAD | S AN OQUTSPOKEN CRI TI C OF THE
US BUT MAI NLY W TH REGARDS TO POLI CI ES THAT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST DEVELOPI NG
COUNTRI ES AND ALSO MOSTLY I N RESPONSE TO AMERI CAN CRI Tl CI SM OF MALAYSI A, THE
THI RD WORLD AND | SLAM C COUNTRI ES, AND OF HHS OMN VI EW5 ON VARI QUS | SSUES

"Mal aysia is al so agai nst American unilateralism veto power, double
standards, extra-territorial tendencies, and holier-than-thou attitude."

BUSI NESS TI MES recal | s Mal aysia also | ooks to the US for inspiration: for
exanple, Dr Mahathir went to the Silicon Valley hinself to | ook at what
Mal aysia's Multimedi a Super Corridor nust do to succeed and he woos Anerican
enterprises to invest in Ml aysia because they have the technol ogy, the
notivation as well as the innovati on.

"Ml aysi a never condemed Anericans for constructing the tallest buildings
inthe world before the Petronas Twin Towers, for sending a few nmen to the noon
wi th noney that could have fed nillions of hungry people, or for making the
| argest battle ships and deadli est bonbs.

"On their part, US envoys to Asean take the initiative to go coast-to-coast
every year to "sell" the potential of economies in the region to their
busi nessnmen back hone.

"And | eaders and officials fromboth nations engage in dial ogues at vari ous
| evel s to enhance bilateral relations.”

BUSI NESS TI MES feels for Roth to speak of Malaysia as if it was a major foe
of Uncle Sam therefore, is uncalled for.

"VWhile he said the US did not regard Dr Mahathir as a dictator or "another
Pi nochet"”, the references thenselves are clearly ained at naki ng peopl e draw
parallels between the Prime Mnister and the fornmer Chilean president and ot her
di ctators.

"Roth spoke of the "heavy-handed" way Dr Mahat hir handl es Anwar, the
opposition, the press, the judiciary and the general election and of Ml aysia's
"wor seni ng" hunman rights situation and di srespect for the rule of |aw

"I'n short, what happened in Mal aysia over the last 18 nonths is not a
government that the Clinton Administration would want to associate with, Roth
said."

BUSI NESS says if Washi ngt on does subscribes to Roth's views, it would only
confirmwhere the US is headed.

"After all, he was just belatedly taking the cue fromVice President and
presidential hopeful A Gore, who showed Ml aysi ans i n Novenber 1998 how
shcokingly inpertinent and irresponsible the stand-in Anerica head of governnent



coul d be.

"At |east the official who asked not to be named has put things in correct
perspective by noting that " there is chill in the air but the water is not
frozen".

RELATED BERNAVA NEWS | TEM BERNAMA RELEASED THI S REPORT ON THURSDAY

US- MALAYSI A RELATI ONS CHI LLY BUT NOT FROZEN- US OFFI Cl AL

WASHI NGTON, March 9 (Bernama) -- Washington-Kual a Lunpur ties may be chilly
at present but not frozen, a United States official said.

The official who asked not to be naned said that rel ati ons between the two
countries "have not gone down the tubes" because "our business and econom c
rel ati onshi ps are good while our nmilitary cooperation is strong"

"There is chill in the air, but the water is not frozen."

"What is not good at present is the broad political relationship," he said.

The official said that exchange of visits between hi gh-rangking officials of
the two countries, for instance, would not be likely till the end of the dinton
admi nistration in January next year.

U. S. Defence Secretary Richard Cohen departed for Asia on Wednesday in a
trip that will include Hong Kong, Vietnam Japan and Korea.

The official was asked to clarify a coment nade by Assistant Secretary of
State of East Asia and Pacific Affairs Stanley Roth, who said in Hong Kong |l ate
| ast week that "until there is a change in the policies, it is difficult to
envi sage a warnmer rel ationship between the United States and Ml aysia."

Roth cited what he clainmed the Mal aysi an governnent's recent crackdown
agai nst the Opposition and trial of former Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimas indicators of the country's worseni ng human rights situation and a
weakeni ng respect for the rule of |aw

Roth said it was difficult to understand why the crackdown had conti nued
even after Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s Bari san Nasional won
t he Novenber 29 general el ection.

The official said Washi ngton does not regard Dr Mahathir as a dictator or
anot her "Pi nochet "(former Chilean President) but views with concern the Prinme
M ni ster's "heavy-handed way of dealing with Anwar, the opposition during the
el ections, the press and the judiciary."

"What happened in Mal aysia over the last 18 nonths is not a government that
they (the Cinton adm nistration) would want to associate with," he added.

- - BERNAMA

BERI TA HARI AN EDI TORI AL EXTRACT

BERI TA HARI AN says | ndonesi a has accorded a great recognition when its
presi dent Abdurrahman Wahid (Gus Dur) openly said | ndonesi a needs t he gui dance
of Malaysia for its econonic recovery.

Such a statenent had never been nmade by any | eaders of |ndonesia.

In the past Malaysia was only considered as a follower of Indonesia due to
its vastness in termof |and and popul ati on.

However in his efforts to rehabilitate and recover national econony Gus Dur
paid tribute to Malaysia for its fast econom c recovery.

Mal aysi a has enmerged fromthe economc crisis without foreign assistance and
pressure.

BERI TA HARI AN not es | ndonesi a should | earn from Mal aysi a's experi ence and
strategies in resolving the crisis.



Wil e confronted with currency specul ator, CGeorge Soros, Ml aysia did not
fall in the trap of the International Monetary Fund with its numerous conditions
attached for financial assistance.

Wi | e I ndonesia was forced to accept the | M- aid due to pressing needs and
with a great risk, Malaysia rejected the offer in total to maintain dignity
Instead the Mal aysia governnment relied on its rakyat for cooperation inits
efforts to resol ve the econonmic crisis.

BERI TA HARI AN says Mal aysia is always willing extend a hel ping hand to
enabl e I ndonesia to rehabilitate and recover its econony.

Qus Dur is facinated with the Mal aysia's New Economic Policy and its
obj ectives. Indonesia can adopt the policy for its own good and to narrow the
gap between the have and have nots, says BERI TA HARI AN

BERNANA
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