17/ 06/ 2000

Bernas' health aid for padi farners

HULU TERENGGANU, Fri. - Padi beras Nasi onal Bhd today | aunched its health
support service to encourage padi farners to seek treatment at government
clinics or the nearest hospital.

The conmmunity project, |aunched by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi at the Hul u Terengganu Hospital, involves severa
selected villages in the country's granary here, Kedah and Perlis.

Bernas has provided a van for each of the States to ferry padi farners
to the clinics or hospitals. The operating cost is borne by the conpany.

Bernas chairman Datuk Seri Mhd Noor Abdul Rahi msaid the primary
obj ective of the project was to conpl enent the Governnment's efforts in
i mproving the health standard of the public.

"It is also a show of appreciation of padi farmers who have hel ped
Bernas in its operation," he said.

He said many of the padi farners did not seek nedical treatment because
they did not have their own vehicles.

"Anot her factor is the poor public transportation in certain renote
areas, " he said.

In Terengganu, the van will initially service Besut and will benefit
1,000 fanilies in Kanmpung Durian Tel or, Kanmpung Ch and Kanpung Awek.

Mohd Noor said the project was an extension to Bernas' education fund
for children of padi farmers | aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad i n Novenber | ast year.

"Fi nanci al assistance is given out to those between Standard Four and
Form Fi ve who excell in their education,” he said.

Abdul | ah conmended Bernas for the conmmunity project.

"It shows that Government conpani es and statutory bodi es do not forget
their social obligation,” he said. "Bernas did nake sonme profits fromits
busi ness and it does not forget those who have contributed to it."

Abdul | ah suggested t hat Bernas equi pped their vans with tel e-nedicine
facilities for the benefit of padi farners.

Earlier, Abdullah had assured the people of Kanpung Teris that Umo
woul d channel every single sen of Government allocation meant to help
those in need.

"For instance, we have allocated RML23, 508 to assist 401 poor famlies
under our poverty programme and another RML.5 million to build houses for
those in the hardcore poor devel opment progranme. "

He said the Governnment would continue to help those in need.
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