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THE New Economi c Policy (NEP) created a small class of weal t hy Bum put eras
and a big Bum putera m ddl e-class that was devel opi ng fast until the Asian
econom ¢ crisis. Umo is paying for its own success.

The m ddl e and professional class is by and arge a bit di senchant ed.

G eat efforts are planned and will be executed to wi n themback. The Umo-
| ed Governnent was focussed and dynami c. The party - sans dissidents -
made it possible.

Tan Sri Musa Hitam in a speech in Johor Baru earlier this year, asked:
What happened to Umo? He answered t he question hinself; that the party he
| oved, he asserted, was (and is) dependent on Chi nese support.

Miusa stated that there was nothing wong in that. | ndeed, he wel coned
t he Chi nese support, except that it occurred at a ti ne when nmany
Bumi put eras wer e deserting Umo and supporting rival Ml ay parties (Pas
and Keadil an, and even DAP).

He wanted Umo to re-examine itself before it becane irrel evant,
al t hough other less charitable critics claimed that Umo is al ready so.

It woul d appear to ne that as | ong as Mal aysian politics is based on
race; Umo, MCA, M C and other ethnic-based parties will renain rel evant.
Umo was formed to oppose the Mal ayan Union in 1946; and to counter-
bal ance it, Datuk Tan Cheng Lock set up MCAwi th the bl essi ngs of the
British in 1949

Umo' s foundi ng president, Datuk Onn bin Jaafar, left the party in 1951
when he failed in his attenpt (goaded by the British) to open the party's
menbership to all races, an idea that was ahead of its time and still is.

Onn's nulti-racial I ndependence of Mal aya Party (1 MP) fail ed whil st
Umo, which he predicted would col | apse, thrived under Onn's successor
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra, under whose | eadershi p Mal aya gai ned
| ndependence in 1957.

Tun Razak Abdul Hussein who took over from Tunku in 1970 - following a

vicious race riot in Kuala Lunpur the year before - introduced the NEP. He
died in 1976 and was succeeded by Dat uk Hussei n Onn who mai nt ai ned t he
policy.

And when Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad became Umo president and Prine
M nister in 1981, the NEP was enl arged and vi gorously i npl enent ed.

National unity can only be naintained for any period of tinme - | am
convinced - by a coalition of racial interests, rather than an Islamc
party or the non-racial approach which a mnority of Ml aysi ans favour
Umo will not fail as wished by its opponents.

Mal aysi ans shoul d i nstead be worried and deeply concerned about the use
of Islam c extrem smin Kel antan, Terengganu and pockets of Mal ay
popul ati on i n other states which has wi dened the Mal ay divide. Left
unchecked, this coul d adversely affect racial and cultural relations, and
har nony.

Songkoks off to Umo. It has been returned to power with two-thirds
majority since 1959, arecord that is surpassed only by PAP in the south
whi ch has won every el ection, also since 1959, with a thunmping regularity
(of al npbst 100 per cent success each tine).

O course, neither Umo nor Dr Mahathir is infallible. The voters
recognise this, yet tinme and again they re-elect the Umo-1led coalition
and communal parties which make up Barisan Nasional - and for good reason
They believed, and still do, that only Umo can guarantee raci al harnony,



religious tolerance, and protect the settled sensitive issues and the
basi c rights of non-Mislins.

The Umo presidential election on May 11 nmay appear, on the surface,
rather tame. | found out |ast week that on the contrary it is quietly
i ntense, escal ated by the exi stence of "two canps" where votes are bei ng
pursued vi gorously over breakfasts, |unches, dinners and suppers.

The "two canps” are Goup 5 and G oup 7, which | was told by several
del egat es, were canpai gni ng i ndependent!|y of each ot her.

Goup 5 is nmade up of Umo division | eaders - chairman, deputy chairman,
vi ce-chairman, and Youth and Wanita chiefs - who are autonatic del egates
to the Umo general assenbly. Group 7, on the other hand, conprises those
el ected by t he del egates conference.

An eastern state delegate told ne that in his division, of the 12
del egates, three are youths - Ketua Pernuda (automatic) and two ot hers
el ected by t he del egates conference.

I f what happened in his division is repeated anong the 165 Umo
di visions, as he believes to be the case, it nmeans the presence of a
si zeabl e youth representation anong this year's 2,017 del egat es.

Umo started as the party for all Malays with civil servants and farners
providi ng the strength, and the Mal ay school teachers held sway for nore
t han two decades. As the NEP gai ned nomentum the Mal ay prof essi onal s and
"Mel ayu Baru" took over until the advent of the Ummo- Abi m | sl am sts which
saw the neteoric rise of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Then came the crash in 1998.

Umo m nus Anwar and his followers is back to where it was follow ng the
NEP period al beit with poorer Bum puteras. It should nowfind "peace and
stability" with the top two | eadership well-entrenched.

And really, few Umo nenbers are holding their breath for the vice
presidential race for none of the nine qualified candi dates outshi nes the
other. There is a mani festati on of cormonness, the | ast century version,
anongst them They are all eminently qualified to be in Umo's third
echel on.

Two decades ago, at the height of the Cold War, many concerned Anericans
funded various anti-comuni st studies on howto fight the red nenace. On
the other hand, official Amrerica and the doves held the view that US
should do its utnost to co-exist peaceably with the Soviet Union,
bel i eving that the Anerican people were in any case not capabl e of
mounti ng a serious challenge to the Soviet system O course, they were
wrong. The Anericans buried Russian conmuni smin 1990.

Li kewi se, the wi sh of sone people seeking to rally Ml aysians to ditch
Umo i s quixotic. They may cause nore probl ens for Umo but none that the
party cannot overcone.
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