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Beyond Tel uk Kemang: Face the truth wisely

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

AFTER four days of listening to speeches at the 7th Wrld Editors' Forum
and the 53rd Worl d Associ ati on of Newspaper Congress in Ri o de Janeiro,
Brazil, | have decided to reflect on issues at hone.

First on my mind is the Tel uk Kemang by-el ection result which was not
too pl easing. Chairnman of the Barisan Nasional Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, contrary to his public inmage, is quite an open-handed | eader and
a good listener. In fact, as one senior mnister intimated to me, he can
be "too good" a listener at tines.

Wl | before the |ast general election and nore so now, he has been
sheddi ng the al |l eged protectionist shield and is opening hinself to
several views within Umo as well as beyond the BN traditional territory.

Wth a growi ng young | T-savvy popul ati on, he realises that whether we
like it or not, a nental revol ution has begun in our nation and is poised
to bring in huge changes. There nust be inpetus for such changes and to
apprise themall the tine.

The al liance of Umo, MCA and M C brought us independence and a grand
al liance (consisting of the Malayan Al liance and pro- Ml aysia parties in
Si ngapor e, Sabah and Sarawak) forned Mal aysia in 1963.

Umo and the BN, | know, are convinced that they must not only be part
of the revolution, they have to lead it through political adaptation or
becone, as their opponents passionately w sh, irrelevant. Shape up or |ose
out .
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