22/ 09/ 2000
Bi ased reports and TV stations goi ng ga-ga

Mazl an Nor di n
MOST of the news we read these days is political and, therefore,
judgemental . On occasi ons, though, a correction or clarification is made.

One such was published in the letters to the editor page of the Asian
Wal | Street Journal issue of Septenber 1-3. It came from Yeong Yoon Ying,
Press Secretary to Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew. Wth the
headi ng Dr Mahathir Is Innocent, it runs thus:

"In reference to your report "Singapore's Lee Says Anwar Case Was
M shandl ed" (Page One, August 18) on Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s press
conference in Kuala Lunpur, allownme to clarify M Lee's position.

"Four nonths after Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims arrest, M Lee asked Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad at Davos, "Wy did you arrest
Anwar under the Internal Security Act? How could he be a national security
threat when until four weeks ago he was your deputy?

"Dr Mahathir said he did not know M Anwar was to be arrested under the
ISA. It was the | egal prerogative of then-Inspector CGeneral of Police Tan
Sri  Rahi m Noor

M Lee said "it should have been a straightforward crininal charge for
corruption and sodony or whatever. M Anwar shoul d have been produced in
court the day after the arrest." The next disaster was M Anwar's bl ack
eye. Dr Mahathir told M Lee that he had nothing to do with that as it was
not in his interest.

"The police Inspector-General comritted these blunders, Dr Mahathir
carried the political fallout fromM Rahims acts and paid a heavy price.
The inpression the world had was that Dr Mahat hir had personal |y ordered
M Anwar's arrest under the | SA and the subsequent bl ack eye he suffered
while in police custody.

"And M Anwar with his black eye on world TV and newspapers col oured
i nternational perceptions of the Anwar trial. It also affected the
subsequent general el ections.

"M Lee could not understand Dr Mahathir's attitude, until he |earned
fromDr Mahathir's close friends that he tended to be very | oyal toward
of ficers who worked for him Wth the Anwar trial over, M Lee wanted to
put on record his belief that Dr Mahathir was not responsible for M
Anwar's arrest under |ISA, nor for M Anwar's black eye - two events which
triggered what foll owed."

As had been noted, a good number of the questions fromthe foreign nedia
during Lee's press conference was about Anwar despite the fact that the
mai n purpose of his visit was to see the sea-change that had taken pl ace
in Mal aysia since his visit sone 10 years ago.

There was also his fruitful talks with Dr Mahathir, paving the way for
better rel ations between Si ngapore and Ml aysi a.

But the story that went around the world was sonmething else. It explains
the recent statenent by Forbes nmmgazi ne chai rman, Caspar Wi ngber ger,
about the lack of know edge and under st andi ng anong Ameri cans about
Sout h- East Asi a.

"Sonetinmes this |lack of understanding is shockingly displayed. Sonetinmes
we have a speech like Al Core's," he added in a newspaper interview.

It was a reference to the US Vice-President's remarks during the Apec
Sunmit in Kuala Lunpur two years ago when he praised refornmasi
denmonstrators during a dinner hosted by Dr Mahathir

At the tinme the US Anmbassador was John R Malott, nowretired and the



question is what advice he gave to Gore about the situation in Ml aysi a.

As it is he has penned an article on Anwar on a website relating to
somet hi ng whi ch has never been nentioned in Mal aysia. Fancy that!

Meanwhi | e, the US Anbassador to |Indonesia, Robert S. Gelbard is nuch in
the news following his reported interview w th The Washi ngton Ti nes on
August 29. It has nmade the cover of Gatra, the Jakarta newsweekly
magazi ne.

He was reported to have said that foreign terrorists had infiltrated
into I ndonesia and that the country had reverted back to being anti -
America. Mentioned was his reported remarks that the Indonesian mlitary
had lost its direction in provinces such as Aceh and Mal uku.

Gel bard's reported remarks were regarded as undi pl omati c and an
interference in the country's internal affairs. Published were criticisns
fromvarious quarters. Al so quoted was a deni al by Akbar Tanjung, head of
the Gol kar Party that |Indonesia had now beconme anti - Aneri ca.

The | ndonesia Foreign Mnistry has since cought clarifications from
CGel bard. There is Foreign Mnister Alwi Shihab's own conrent about The
Washi ngton Times news report: "We are not sure that the report was
accurate."

Wul d there be a correction or clarification then fromthe US Enbassy's
Informati on Attache to the paper's letters to the editor page? A forum of
such a nature is not, however, avail able on television and radio. Certain
bi ased reports, therefore, remmin uncorrected.

Reported recently was how a tel evision station or network does ot her
things. It has to do with the BBC s | ead news story one day in August
about its decision to put back one of its own broadcasts by an hour

Fol | owi ng the announcenent it sought political reactions and thereby
validate the inportance to the story as an observer tartly later.

Quote: "How often do journalists accuse ot her professions of being
self-regarding? If one of the BBC s own initiative is a big news story, it
makes you wonder what news is."

Ah, but some tel evision networks go ga-ga when runni ng down anot her
country or its | eader.

(END)
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