30/ 09/ 2000

Bid to set world record in tree planting

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The 100,000 trees to be planted nationwide in a
mnute inthe MIlenniumTree Planting event on Cct 15 nay enter the
Gui nness Book of World Records.

Nati onal Landscape Department director-general Datuk Ismail Ngah said
officials fromthe Mal aysi a Book of Records woul d be present to verify the
feat and pass on details to Gui nness Book officials for recognition

He said the current Guinness record acconplished in 1986 in Sao Paol o,
Brazil, involved 24,199 trees planted in a week. MBR s record i s 10, 000
trees planted in a mnute on Aug 31, 1998.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will |aunch the M1 ennium

Tree Planting event at Bukit Jalil Park here.

At the same tine all Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters will |aunch
simlar events in their respective States.

Ismai|l is confident of achieving the 100,000 trees target as public

response i s good.

He said planning for the event began si x nonths ago.

He added that the feat was being attenpted in conjunction with the Wrld
Habi tat Day and the 100, 000 target m ght even be surpassed.

The event will be synchroni sed nationwi de via radio and "live"
tel evision transmi ssion over RTM

Ismail said the event was to encourage the public to plant nore trees to
i nprove greenery, | andscape and environnmental quality.

"It istoinprove public awareness on the Governnent's aspiration to
create a bal ance between green | ungs and areas of devel opnment, " he said.

The programme i s bei ng organi sed by the Housi ng and Local Gover nnent
M nistry through the National Landscape Departnent with the co-operation
of The Tree Pl anti ng Group, Governnent agenci es, State Governnents, | ocal
aut horities and ot her non-governmental agencies.

For the event, Johor offers to plant 11,500 trees, Kedah (8, 000),
Kel antan (7,000), Ml acca (3, 000), Negri Senbilan (4,000), Pahang (6, 000),
Perak (12,000) and Perlis (1,000). Penang wi |l be planting 6,000, Sabah
(9,000), Sarawak (9,000), Selangor (11,500), Terengganu (4, 000), Kual a
Lumpur (7,000) and Labuan (1, 000).

The M1l enniumTree Planting event is anong the efforts to turn Ml aysia
into a garden state by 2005

The nati onwi de canpai gn, |aunched by Dr Mahathir on March 3, 1997,
targets to plant three mllion trees by the end of this year and 20
mllion by the end of 2020.

| smai |l said nenbers of the public who would like to join the tree
pl anting event coul d obtain further information fromthe nearest district
office or local authorities.
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