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Bid to spark unrest reveal ed (HL)
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KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
toni ght several nenbers of the Al -M' unah group, one arned with an ML6
assault rifle equipped with a grenade | auncher, attacked a brewery and a
tenple after the weapons heist in Gik on July 2.

"They took this weapon and shot at a tenple and at the Carl sberg
brewery, but they did not know how to use it effectively, so nothing
happened, " he said in a television interview over RTM

The Prinme Mnister did not say where the attacks took place but the
Carl sherg brewery is in Shah Al am

He said he did not disclose the matter earlier to prevent panic since
the situation was yet to be resolved. The crimnals involved in the
attacks - nunbering "between three and five" - have been arrested and the
weapon recover ed.

"Their intention was to spark unrest by attacking a particular place
that woul d cause suspicion whether our country is really safe," said Dr
Mahat hi r.

The hour-1ong pre-recorded interview was chaired by Prof Datuk Dr
Fi rdaus Abdull ah. Al so on the panel of interviewers were TV3 nanagi ng
editor of news and current affairs Cham| Wariya and Utusan Mel ayu group
editor-in-chief Khalid Mhd.

Dr Mahathir said the robbery was a nmere crimnal action and had not hi ng
to do with jihad (Holy War), as clainmed by sone parties.

"Killing people, torturing those who have not done anythi ng agai nst us,
is not in the neaning of jihad."

Asked on his early reaction to the incident, Dr Mahathir he was
initially shocked on being told of the incident by Defence M nister Datuk
Seri Mohd Najib Tun Razak.

"I was worried whether this was the begi nning of sonething bigger which
was pl anned; that there would be a rebellion in our country which could
| ead to nany deaths, killings and so on," said the Prime Mnister.

However, he added that as the incident unfol ded the Governnent realised
that this was not the case

He pointed out the group's foolishness in choosing to go to Bukit
Jenal ek after conmitting the arms hei st instead of opting for a safe
hi deout, believing that since they had "spiritual powers” they could not
be detected.

The Prime M nister said such incidents originate from canpai gns by
certain groups to sow hatred towards the Governnent.

"They have incul cated this hatred and anger for a long tine, since 20
and 30 years ago. And since this tinme there are now people who feel an
expl osive hatred towards the Governnent."

Dr Mahat hir expl ained that at such a |ate stage, the hatred becones
difficult to redress as the group woul d regard non-Mislins and ot her
Musl i ms as peopl e who can be nurdered justifiably.

"Such incidents al ways happen when small groups of Miuslins want to
justify their crimnal actions towards the bigger group of Muslinms ..
they start by saying people are not Miuslins but non-believers so it is al
right to kill them"

He said the canmpaign to sow hatred was not linited in scope to the
general public but was also targeted towards civil servants.

"Civil servants are told the Governnent they are part of is not Islamc



so they do not have to feel guilty if they do not hold to their
prom ses, their pledge to serve the Governnent."

Dr Mahathir was asked on the Governnent's long-termplan to prevent
future incidents |ike the Al -Ma' unah arns hei st and devi ant groups.

He said efforts nmust be made to eradi cate such basel ess hatred sowed
agai nst the Government through information canmpaigns ained at all |evels
of society.

He described as "strange" allegations on Governnent conplicity in the
i nci dent and expl ai ned that the crimnals acted al one.

"To have planned it we would need to cooperate with crimnals who truly
hate the CGovernnent and ask themto do sonething that woul d expose them
(to) the possibility of getting killed.

"If we were to ask soneone like this to do sonething for the Governnent,
he must firstly be a strong supporter of the Governnment. Instead ... there
are indications they (the arns robbers) are synpathisers of the
opposition."
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