11 DEC 2000
Par | i ament - Putr aj aya
BILL ON FT OF PUTRAJAYA APPROVED W TH TWO- THI RDS MAJORI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 11 (Bernamm) -- The Dewan Rakyat today approved by a
two-thirds majority the Constitution (Arendnment) Bill 2000 to pave the way
for the setting up of the Federal Territory of Putrajaya.

When bl ock voting was conducted at the policy stage, a total of 142

Menbers of Parlianment supported the bill, 27 opposed it and 13 nenbers
abst ai ned.
During voting at the conmttee stage, the bill also received the

support of 142 nenbers. However, the nunber which voted against it was 20
while there were 12 abstentions.

The voting saw the highest turnout at the House with 182 of the 193 MPs
present.

Al so present were Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad who
tabled the bill earlier in the day, his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi who wound up the debate, and alnpbst all the ministers, deputy
m nisters and parlianentary secretaries.

Al so present were Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud,
Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Panglim Osu Sukam and fornmer deputy prine
m ni ster Tun Ghafar Baba. Anpong those who foll owed the debate and voting
process fromthe observers gallery were Sel angor Exco nenbers Datuk Abdu
Fat ah | skandar and Datuk Mohd Shariff Jaj ang.

When tabling the bill, Dr Mahathir said the federal and Sel angor
governnents made an agreenent on July 20, 1995 to create a Federa
Governnent Administrative Centre covering 4,000ha in Sepang District,

Sel angor, which is now known as Putraj aya

"According to the agreenent, the area is given to the federa
governnent in perpetuity.

"Under the agreenent, the Sel angor governnent has del egated to the
federal government the conduct of all executive powers needed to enable
Putrajaya to be adninistered as a Federal Governnment Admi nistrative
Centre," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Putrajaya Corporation set up under the Putrajaya
Cor poration Act 1995 had been given the task to adm ni ster and nanage
Putraj aya on behalf of the federal authorities.

After Putrajaya existed for nore than five years in this form the
federal government felt that it was appropriate for Putrajaya to be turned
into a Federal Territory with clear and orderly physical, |egal and
adm ni strative boundaries in order to protect its status as a federa
adm nistrative centre, he said.

He said in efforts to nake Putrajaya a Federal Territory, a conmttee
chaired by Chief Secretary to the Government and conprising representatives
of the relevant mnistries and departnents was forned.

The conmittee had hel d di scussions with representatives of the Sel angor
government | ed by the Sel angor State Secretary, he said.

As a result of the discussions, the federal and Sel angor governnents
signed an agreenment on Nov 7 this year which contains the agreenment of both
sides to turn Putrajaya into a Federal Territory.

Dr Mahathir said since the creation of the Federal Territory of
Putraj aya i nvol ved changes to the Sel angor state boundaries, a | aw was
required to be fornulated by Parliament to effect the changes, inline with
provisions in Article 2 of the Federal Constitution.

However, Article 2 stipulates that such | aws cannot be approved by



Parliament w thout the agreenent of the state of Selangor, as expressed
t hrough | aws made by the Sel angor state | egislative body and consent of the
Conference of Rul ers.

To neet this condition, the Constitution (Anendnment) Bill 2000 was
tabled for first reading in the Dewan Rakyat | ast Nov 8 and tabl ed before
the Conference of Rulers' neeting on Nov 9.

Dr Mahathir said a draft of the Federal Territory of Putrajaya Bill
2000 for getting the Selangor state's agreenment to the boundary changes was
al so tabl ed at the sane neeting of the Conference of Rulers.

At the neeting, the Conference of Rulers gave its consent for changes
to the Sel angor state boundaries to enable the creation of the Federal
Territory of Putrajaya.

Dr Mahathir said that |ast Nov 16, the Sel angor State Assenbly passed
the Federal Territory of Putrajaya Bill 2000.

The bill becane an enactnment when it was assented to by the Regent of
Sel angor on Nov 27, and the enactnent was published in the Sel angor state
gover nnent gazette on Nov 30.

Dr Mahathir said the bill, anong other things, contained amendnents to
Articles 45 and 46 of the Constitution.

The amendnent to Article 45 is to enabl e a Dewan Negara nember to be
appointed to represent the Federal Territory of Putrajaya, while the
anmendrment to Article 46 is to enabl e a Dewan Rakyat menber to be picked to
represent the Federal Territory of Putrajaya.

When wi ndi ng up the debate, Abdullah said the acquisition of the
4,000ha plot of land did not affect the sovereignty of the state of
Sel angor, and in fact such a question did not ari se.

"This is because Article 2 of the Federal Constitution enpowers
Parliament to change state boundaries fromtine to time with the consent of
the Mal ay Rul ers and approval of the state assenbly concerned,” he said.

In the case of Putrajaya, both had given their consent for Putrajaya to
be nade a Federal Territory, he said.

"This shows that the country practises a systemwhere the Federa
Constitution is the suprene |aw of the I and,"” he said.

Abdul | ah di smissed al | egations that the governnment took advant age of
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Mohd Khir Toyo who was new y appoi nted and
still "green"” in admnistrative matters to pressure himinto agreeing to
the Federal Territory proposal.

Abdul | ah said all processes required to nmake Putrajaya a Federa
Territory had been observed and negotiations on this began in 1999.

"It was al so tabled at the Sel angor state Exco neeting in the sanme year
when Sel angor was | ed by Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar," he said.

He said this proved that the process to take over Putrajaya was not
done hastily as tal ks were held nore than a year ago.

At one juncture, Husam Musa (PAS-Kubang Kerian) stood up and said the
RM200 mi | lion conpensation given to Selangor did not at all commensurate
with the | and val ue

Abdul | ah di smi ssed his contention, saying RM200 nillion was no snal
anount because Sel angor obtai ned many ot her benefits |ike devel opnent
around Putrajaya estimted to cost RMBOO mllion, and devel opnent of the
Putraj aya new growm h centre which will spill over to Negeri Senbil an.

O her benefits include an increase in the nunber of Sel angor
representatives in the Putrajaya Corporation fromone to two and
appreciation in the value of |land surrounding the area.

In his debate earlier, Datuk Fadzil Noor (PAS-Pendang) said it would
not make sense to mmintain Kuala Lunpur as a Federal Territory if Putrajaya
was gi ven the same stat us.

He suggested that amendnents to certain acts be nade to enabl e Kual a



Lunpur, which has been a Federal Territory since 1974, to be returned to
t he Sel angor state governnent.

Fadzil, who had said the opposition would auction Putrajaya if it won
the 1999 general election, took the opportunity to change his stand by
sayi ng that what woul d be sold was actually the Prime Mnister's residence
whi ch he called "Mahligai" (Pal ace).

Fadzil's statenent came under strong fire from government backbenchers
because he seenmed enthusiastic to safeguard Sel angor's sovereignty in this
i ssue and yet was still willing to sell land (Mahligai and Putrajaya) to
out si ders.

Dat uk Ruhani e Ahmad (BN-Parit Sulong), in his debate, supported the
buil ding of Putrajaya as it synbolised a nove to establish the country's
identity.

Husam suggest ed that the Datuk Bandar Putrajaya be picked in an
el ection.

The House will sit again tonorrow.
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