28/ 07/ 2000

Bi shop Yong: Leaders have nade integration successful

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Malaysia's conmitted, pragmatic and visionary
| eaders have nade the country a uni que nodel of successful integration of
peopl e fromdi verse ethnic, religious and cul tural backgrounds.

Bi shop of the Anglican Diocese of Sabah Datuk Yong Ping Chung said from
the sea of diversity had energed a united, dynam c and progressive nation
that had excelled in many fields.

"It has taken us many years to achieve this and it has not been wi thout
struggl es, tensions and sacrifices," he said at a Majlis Bersama Rakyat
with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad t oday.

Yong, who is also the Archbi shop of the Province of the Anglican Church
i n Sout heast Asia, spoke at the function on behalf of the people of Sabah

He said it was the people's responsibility to give undivided support to
all norally and ethically sound undertaki ngs by the Governnent.

"This neans peace, truth and justice nust be held with integrity," he
sai d.

Yong cautioned the people that what took so long to build could be
destroyed overni ght.

As such, he said it was inmportant for the people to continue to sustain
what had been achi eved and nove forward toget her.

He said there was a need for the people to ensure that good nation-
bui | di ng woul d continue so that the future generations woul d enjoy even
great er peace and happi ness.

The Archbi shop al so called on the people to val ue peace, saying that
without it the nation would not be able to progress.

"In this aspect we want to thank our Prinme Mnister for sharing his
dream of a Bangsa Mal aysi a," he said.

The Prime M nister's dreamcould only be achi eved through nmutual | ove
and respect, deep care and concern as well as fair and just play.

(END)
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