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Bl ami ng nature for our follies

M N. Mahrud

MANY reports in the past have attri buted many natural disasters in the

country to an act of God. Recently in a report in the New Sunday Ti nes

(Dec 10), nature was blaned for the recent water woes in the Klang valley.
| quote: "This is not the conmpany's fault. It's nature's fault. Wen

there i s heavy rain, the water washes away rubbish into the river." Wil st

agreeing that the public is partly to be blamed, | definitely di sagree

that nature is to be blaned. | will definitely agree if it was said that
human nature was to be bl aned.
I f the di sasters have been due to an act of God, | have often asked

nmysel f why has God al | owed themt o happen and why has God seened so angry
with us of late.

This time around nature was bl aned.

As was reported, one of the reasons given for the di sruption of the
wat er supply was because the water was too murky to be treated.

Was it rubbish thrown into the river that caused the nurkiness or
sonmething else, nore likely silt and mud, that we can now see i n nost
rivers in the country?

On Dec 11, it was reported that it could be partly attributed to sand
m ni ng upstreamand that the recent unusually heavy rainfall stirred up
mud fromthe bottomof the river.

It is not fair and not right for us to blanme nature or God for our
failings and our weaknesses. Nature has provided us in this bl essed
country wi t h abundant resources, especially water.

In many arid countries, the people there would likely be singing in
prai se of God and Nature for the amount of water falling fromour sky.
Wat er comes down fromthe sky cl ean and pure. We humans dirty the water as
it comes down by dirtying and polluting the environnment.

W can still get clean water if it can be retained in the ground | ong
enough to be filtered naturally by the earth and to gradually seep into
the rivers, providing water during the relatively drier tines of the year

But alas in many parts of the country we allowit to run off quickly
intotherivers carryingwithit silt and nud because we have def orest ed
our land near the rivers and catchnent areas, |ike what happened i n Perak
recently.

W are even building danms to retain the water that will run off quickly
into the rivers in the country.

We have been blessed in this country with so nuch resources, nore than
what every one needs but certainly not for every one's greed or even the
greed of a few.

| amcertain that if we plan our devel opment well and not disturb
nature, where it should not be di sturbed, then nature will be kind to us.

Qur Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has on nmany occasi ons
rem nded us in our pace of devel opnent to protect our forests, to be
careful when devel oping our hills and mountains and to take care of our
rivers.

We need not have to go very far fromKual a Lunpur to see whether thisis
really happening. If you fly, as | occasionally do, it will break your
heart to see the destruction of our forests even on hilltops in nany parts
of the country.

Most of the rivers are nurky and t he unm st akabl e browni sh | ooki ng
| oggi ng tracts w nding over hills and nountai ns are very obvi ous fromthe



air.

Pl ease do not bl anme nature for our follies for nature is very kind and
generous although it took 160 mllion years for it to devel op our
rainforests.

But He has a way of tal king back to us if we are unki nd and uncari ng,
usually in a subtl e way but He can al so be harsh when t he occasion ari ses.
W nust be blind, deaf and heartless if we cannot feel the displeasure
of nature of | ate. For the sake of our future and our future generations

pl ease be kind and take care of nature. He will renenber us well.
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