29 NOV 2000
Mahat hi r - Lunas
BN ACCEPTS DEFEAT | N LUNAS, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 29 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d tonight that the Barisan Nasional (BN) accepts the defeat of
its candidate in the Lunas state by-el ection.

"That is Lunas' decision...we accept it," he said when asked to comment
on the results of the by-election, won by Parti Keadil an Nasi onal
(Keadi | an) candi date Saifuddin Nasution Ismail with a mgjority of 530
vot es.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said that he was disappointed with the
BN s defeat and wanted a study to be conducted to find out the reasons for
t he defeat.

"W will need to have a ook later...we do not know the reasons (for
the BN's defeat)," he told reporters after performng "taraw kh" prayers
with officers and nen of the arned forces at the Khalid Ibn Al-Walid
Mosque, at the Mnistry of Defence, here.

Dr Mahathir said that he had al ready been inforned of the results of
t he by-el ection

He declined to comment further until after the reasons for the BN s
def eat have been determ ned

Sai fuddi n, 36, obtained 10,511 votes while BN s S. Ant honysany, 59, of
the M C obtai ned 9, 981 votes. Anot her candi date, N. Letchumanan
(I ndependent), 46, obtained 50 votes and | ost his deposit.

Meanwhil e, M C president Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu said that the MC
accepted the decision of the voters in Lunas.

"W will keep on fighting," the Wrks Mnister said, when contacted in
Kul i m t oni ght.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who is an Umo
vi ce-president, said BN accepted the voters' verdict in Lunas although it
felt that their future would be better taken care off by a BN
representative

"W will conduct a thorough study to find out what actually happened.
We shoul d not point fingers hastily and we shoul d not panic.

"W should put things in perspective that this is a by-election, and
hi story has shown that we had been defeated in by-elections before only to
come back with renewed strength,” he told reporters after attending the
function with the Prine Mnister.

Naj i b hoped that BN would emerge fromthis defeat with renewed vi gour,
and he urged all BN conponent parties to reorgani se their nmachinery at al
| evel s in order to make anends in future.

Asked whet her the defeat had given BN any signal, Najib said: "W
cannot read national inplications intoit; this was what happened in the
Lunas constituency."

In KULIM Umo Suprene Council nenber Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir
said the BN | ost because the people were taken in by the opposition's ploy
in playing on racial and religious sentinents.

"Now we (BN) must nake sure canpaigns |ike these are not used again. W
need to have a proper nechanismin the BNto fight this sort of
canpai gning," he told reporters.

I ndi an Progressive Front (IPF) president M G Pandithan, when contacted
here, said the BN shoul d conduct a "serious post-nortent on the
by-el ecti on.

"W really worked hard...we thought we can win with a small majority.



But winning and losing is part and parcel of denocracy and, therefore, we
accept it," he added.
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