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Mahat hi r - School s
BN AGREES ON PROPCSAL FOR VI SI ONARY SCHOOLS TO BOOST SOLI DARI TY

KUALA LUVPUR, July 25 (Bernama) -- All the 14 Bari san Nasional (BN
component parties today agreed on and supported the establishnment of
Vi sionary Schools in an effort to strengthen rel ati ons between the various
races froma young age.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said the Visionary
School s woul d acconmodat e three schools of different media of instruction
in one mai n canpus using comon facilities.

"This is one way of forging closer relations (between the various
races) while they are still young," he said at a nedia conference after
chairing the BN suprene council's general neeting at the Umo headquarters,
her e today.

He said the common facilities would be the playing field, assenbly hal
and t he cant een.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman, said the conponent parties were
concerned about the activities going on in the kindergartens where the
feeling of hate was bei ng sowed by certain quarters.

He said the sanme situation was al so occurring at the school and
uni versity | evels.

On cooperation between the various races at the university level, Dr
Mahathir said: "It worrries us because they are not interacting, student of
different races.”

He said the governnent was trying its | evel best to overcone the
pr obl em

He sai d, anong ot her things, the governnent had directed the Education
Mnistry to place students of various races in acconmmopdati ons where they
woul d share common facilities.

Dr Mahathir said it was crucial for the multi-racial communities to
unite, close ranks and establish relations between themsuch as cel ebrating
jointly the festivals of the diverse comunities.

Meanwhi | e, BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat said the
establ i shment of the Visionary Schools was a good nove in restoring close
rel ati ons between the diverse conmunities which had been fostered since
chil dhood as parents were now nore keen to send their children to separate
ki ndergatens according to their racial or religious background.

"The BN is fully convinced that the nove (in establishing the Visionary
School s) is capable of promoting greater nmutual understandi ng between the
peopl e of various cultures, mutual respect and closer interaction since
chi |l dhood, " he sai d.

He said inter-racial relations had been eroded as they had been
segregated fromsnall, whereas it was npbst inportant for the people to
renmenber that Ml aysia was built on the prem se of racial cooperation,
devel oped by the peopl e of diverse racial background and Mal aysia's future
al so depended on racial unity.

M C president Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu said the proposal to create such
school S had been nmooted | onG before the Sauk incident.

Conmenting on the Visionary Schools, the Wirks M nister said the
Chi nese and Tami | national type primary schools as well as the nationa
school s which woul d be | ocated at the Visionary School canpus would retain
their respective nediumof instruction and their own adm ni strati on.

He said currently 10 Visionary Schools were under construction or
planning with the first one located on a 2.8-hectare site in Sitiawan.



"The idea is to make the Mal aysian children to be together, to play
together, to understand the culture of each other, to respect each other
and to create nore brotherhood anong thensel ves," he said.

Sany Vel lu said, however, the identity of each school woul d be retained
wi th the government decision to all ow each school to have their own
buil ding al though originally the plan was to locate all the schools of the
various nedia i n one common bui | di ng.
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