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Mahat hi r - Lunas
BN LI KELY TO FI ELD M C CANDI DATE | N LUNAS- DR MAHATHI R

GURUN, Kedah, Nov 10 (Bernamm) -- The Barisan Nasional is likely to
field a candidate fromthe MC for the Lunas state by-el ection, Prine
M ni ster and BN Chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today.

"It islikely that we will field a candidate fromthe M C unl ess the
party does not want the seat then we will give it to other BN parties,” he
said after opening a semnar on smart partnership in Kedah's devel opnent
here.

He sai d discussions would be held with MC President and Wirks M ni ster
Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu as soon as possible before the candi date was
deci ded.

"W are ready, we are ready. Many are interested," he said when asked
whet her the BN was prepared for the by-el ection.

The seat fell vacant follow ng the death of the Lunas assenbl yman Dr
Joe Fernandez who was Kedah Deputy M C Chai rman

He was shot dead by unidentified gunnmen at a road junction in Bukit
Mert aj ana on Sat ur day.

Asked about his dissatisfaction over the degree of smart partnership
bet ween Federal and state governnents particularly in the area of approving
projects, the Prine Mnister said, "W have worked out a new system whi ch
enabl es the state and Federal Governnents to nake faster decisions.”

Dr Mahathir said his neeting with Chief Mnisters and Menteris Besar in
Putraj aya yesterday had established the need for cl oser cooperation between
the state and central governnents.

Turning to rivers, the Prime Mnister urged the people to support
governnent efforts to preserve and beautify rivers.

The peopl e shoul d devel op the culture of safeguarding the rivers as
they were the source of drinking water and water for other activities.

This norning Dr Mahathir [aunched the national |evel "Love the River"
campai gn i n Anpang Jaj ar, Al or Setar.

Returning to the neeting of Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters, the
Prime Mnister said he wanted themto step up the inplenentati on nmachi nery
at state level so that approval of projects could be speeded up.

They do not need any new machi nery but only need upgrade their existing
machi nery, he said.

"It is vital for the governnent to have the machinery which can assess
the progress of any project and take urgent neasures to overcone any
problemthat crops up," he said during the sem nar dial ogue.

He said they should practise the concept of "hands on adm ni stration"
by going down to the field to resol ve probl ens.

"Menteris Besar, Chief Mnisters and mnisters should go down and see
for thensel ves the probl ens which hinder the snmooth inplenentation of
devel opnent projects and resolve them" he said.

He said for instance the container congestion problemwas resol ved when
the Transport Mnister hinself went to the port to study the matter and
find ways of overcom ng the congestion.

Opening the sem nar, Dr Mahathir said there was a need for snmart
partnership between the state and centre to speed up the inplenentation of
devel oprent proj ects.

Such partnership woul d reduce bureaucratic red tape hindering the
i npl ement ati on of projects.

The Prime Mnister also said smart partnership between the governnment



and the private sector was vital so that the governnent could facilitate
private sector's bid for profits and the governnment could | ater benefit
fromtaxes.

"If the governnent helps the private sector gain nore profit, we can
collect nore tax and eventually be able to pay civil servants salaries as
wel | as bonus," he said.

The Prime Mnister said the contention that while the private sector
made profits, the salaries of government servants remained static was
incorrect as it had close links to increase in profits and taxes for the
gover nnent .

Hence civil servants should hel p speed up the approval of projects and
not reject themnerely because of sonme m stakes that could be rectified, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

"Qur duty is to ensure whatever they want to do, we facilitate their
approval ," he said.

The Governnment would only award projects to those who had the ability
to inplenment them

On the clai mabout cronyismin governnent-private sector snart
partnership, Dr Mahathir said, "If projects are apportioned in a denocratic
way W t hout considering abilities, the project will not take off and naybe
peopl e who get the project will sell it off as they do not have the ability
toinplenment it."

"Smart partnership nust take into consideration the ability (of the
contractors) to inplenment projects,” he said.

"I amthe I nspector-General of Devel opnment as | nyself go and see the
i npl ementation of projects,” the Prime Mnister said.

"Some get the project but after that they do not even go and see it,"
he added.
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