11 DEC 2000
Par | i ament - Mahat hi r (Lunas)
BN LOST LUNAS BECAUSE OF OPPOSI TI ON THREATS AND LI ES, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 11 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the Barisan Nasional (BN) failed to defend the Lunas state
seat in last nonth's by-el ection because of threats by so nany opposition
supporters besides the Iies and accusations they hurled at the BN

He told the Dewan Rakyat today that one of the tactics used to woo the
Chi nese voters was to harp on the protest against vision schools which was
an i ssue anong the Chinese electorate there in the Nov 29 by-el ecti on.

"They cl ai med that Chinese students in vision schools will be forced to
wear skull caps. This was spread wi dely by word of nmouth but it proved to be
very effective," he said when replying to a supplenentary question from
Kerk Ki m Hock (DAP-Kota Mel aka) .

Such canpai gning tactic swayed votes fromthe Chinese, who strongly
supported the BN in the 1999 general election resulting in the defeat of
two DAP | eaders nanely LimKit Siang and Karpal Singh, said Dr Mahathir who
i s BN chairman.

The i npression was that their sudden change of heart and aversion
towards the BN was attributed to the 83 demands by Suqui, the Chinese
pressure group, to the governnent before the 1999 general el ection, he
sai d.

Kerk enquired whether Dr Mahathir's remarks on the Suqui demands which
angered the Chinese electorate in Lunas caused the BNto | ose the seat to
Keadil an in the by-el ection.

Dr Mahathir said Suqui clainmed to be representing 2,000 Chi nese
associations but it was not certain whether it held nmeetings with
affiliates to discuss the 83 demands and whet her sensitivities and vi ews of
t he ot her races were taken into consideration.

"I did not get any report... even the Chinese newspapers did not report
about such neetings being hel d.

"All of a sudden a few people cane with up with this menorandum maki ng
all sorts of ridiculous demands to get rid of the rights of the Ml ays and
the other Bumi putera,” Dr Mahathir sai d enphasi sing the inportance of
taking the sensitivities of the other races into account when maki ng
demands of such nature.

He said the fact renmined that the Mal ays and Bum putera were stil
| eft behind, citing statistics that in terns of enrolnment to universities
al one, perhap less than 25 per cent of them deserved admi ssion if based on
nmerit.

"Wt hout governnment contracts, Ml ay contractors may not get any

contract at all. This proves that wi thout special rights, they may not get
any contract at all. So also is the case with opportunities for education,"”
said Dr Mahat hir who acknow edged that the governnment cared a little nore
for the Mal ays because of they were still weak.

Dr Mahathir said although the governnent set aside 60 per cent of
pl aces in local universities for Bum putera, the nunber of Buni putera
prof essi onal s and ot her graduates produced | ocally and by overseas
universities was still |ow

The prime mnister said since the Suqui did not take these facts into
account, he believed the Chinese pressure group did not at all nake
t horough study before coming out with its demands.

He regarded the Suqui demands as a threat directed at the BN and the
timng was perfect with the advent of the |l ast general election.



"The DAP is no different... DAP even supports the formation of an
Islamic state to win support..by colluding (with PAS)...," Dr Mahathir said
to loud tapping of the table by governnent back-benchers.

| medi atel y Kerk and several other DAP MPs rose and called Dr Mahathir

aliar but the prine mnister retorted back: "I amnot lying, nore so not
during the fasting nonth, I am speaking the truth.l amserious in ny
reply.”

Dr Mahathir criticised the DAP, which he said, inflaned racial
sentiments at a tinme when the BN was all out consolidating inter-racia
goodwi | | .

He said in Malaysia the Chinese are treated very fairly and unlike
Chinese in other countries, for instance, only in Ml aysia are they all owed
to set up Chi nese school s.

"The Chinese, Indians and the Mal ays get noderate treatnent. No one
community will ever get 100 per cent whatever they denmanded. Even the Ml ays
did not get their demands 100 per cent because if they get 100 per cent
treatnment this neans we are not being fair to the other races," he said.

Replying to a supplenentary question fromDr Tan Seng G aw
( DAP- Kepong), Dr Mahathir, while chiding PAS, said many only tal ked about
the Suqui demands w thout bothering to read to the last word the entire
content of the demands sinply because they had no principl es.

Dr Mahathir denied Tan's allegations at his recent nmeeting with the
Suqui at the prine mnister's office, only Dr Mahathir did the talking.

The prinme minister told the House that during the neeting he al so
sought for a briefing on the demands and t he nenorandumthe del egation
submitted.

"It is true that | explained to themthe racial problemin our country,
the perils of taking the matter to the public.. demands |ike wanting to do
away with the difference in status for the Bum putera and non-Buni put era
are too sensitive for discussion,"” he said.

The prime minister told the House that his neeting with the Suqu
del egation was in an ami cabl e at nosphere and that he even had a photo
session with the del egati on nenbers.

They al so asked hi mwhat they should tell the Press about the neeting,
Dr Mahat hir said.

"I have very good expectations as they were very nice and courteous and
politely asked ne what statenent they could give to the Press and |
suggested that they should say our nmeeting was in an at nosphere of
goodwi I I ;" said Dr Mahathir

However, the prinme minister said he was very disappointed that the
nmonment the general election was inmmnent, statements playing on strong
raci al sentinents anong the Chinese were issued, for which he said the
met hods used were simlar to the DAFP s.
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