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BN POSTPONES DECI SI ON ON APPLI CATI ONS TO JO N COALI TI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, July 25 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) Supremne
Counci| today postponed its decision on the application fromfour politica
parties to join the coalition of 14 parties.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is al so BN chairman
sai d the component parties postponed their decision on the applications to
give theman opportunity to attract as many nenbers to join their
respective parties.

"W postponed the decision to allowthemto think about it," he told a
press conference after chairing the BN general neeting at the Umo
headquarters, here today.

The BN conponent parties are Umo, MCA, M C, Gerakan and PPP in the
peni nsul a, SAPP, Akar, PBRS, UPKO and LDP in Sabah and PBB, SNAP, PBDS and
SUPP in Sarawak.

Meanwhi | e, BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhanmed Rahnat said the
conmponent parties agreed to cone up with an appropriate fornmula to resolve
the issue on the application by the four political parties to join the
coalition.

"W want to find a forrmula how we can accept (then) and which will be
agreed to by all quarters," he said.

Mohaned said that at the nonment, the BN had not rejected the
applications by the four parties, whose nanes were not dicl osed.

Besi des t he annual general neeting (AGW), the BN also held its nornal
supreme council neeting after the AGM

Dr Mahathir said he had taken the opportunity to explain at the neeting
the current political situation, the effects of the anti-government
campai gn carried out by the opposition and the Sauk incident which had
taken the lives of two security forces' nenbers.

"The anti-governnent canpai gn had reached a very dangerous stage as
t here have been cases of people acting w thout thinking whether the
al | egati ons nmade agai nst the government were true or otherw se," he said.

The prime mnister said the canpai gn had caused several groups to be
willing to take action which brought nmuch destruction to thensel ves and the
nation, merely out of anger and hate agai nst the governnent.

Dr Mahathir and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw
had gi ven detail ed explanation on the incident in Sauk to avoid
m sunderstanding that it was caused by acts based on | sl am

"We don't agree with the action, we don't support themand we believe
| sl am does not ask us to be oppressive of the non-Mislins," he said.

Dr Mahathir said representatives of the conponent parties al so raised
several questions on the incident and they were satisfied with the
expl anation given and prom sed to give their full cooperation to the
government in handling the probl em

The Sauk incident started with the robbery of nore than 100 firearns by
a group of Al -M'unah nenbers at two arny canps in Gerik on July 2 and they
were later joined by several other nmenbers in their hideout in the jungles
of Bukit Jenal ek, Sauk near Kual a Kangsar.

On July 6, all 27 nenbers of the group surrendered to nmenbers of the
security forces who had surrounded themin Sauk. However, two of the four
taken hostage by the group, Sarjan R Sagadevan fromthe Special Branch of
t he Kual a Kangsar Police and conmando Mat hew ak Medan fromthe Terendak
Canp, Mel aka, were brutally mnurdered.



Asked whet her the Sauk incident had affected rel ati ons between the BN
conmponent parties, Dr Mahathir said it had not, but, he added, they wanted
to know what actually happened so that they could pacify the people.

He said the conponent parties would also explain to party nenbers as
wel |l as the people's representatives on the Sauk inci dent because
m sconception on the incident would create confusion and anger anong the
peopl e.

"For exanple, there is anger anong Sarawaki ans because a nenber of the
| ban community had been killed by a Miuslim

"We explained that this is not a matter of a Muslimattacking an | ban
but rather it was a crimnal act by a group which is not supported by the
governnent or other Mislins," he said.

The neeting al so decided to hold a BN convention this year and which
woul d be nmade into an annual affair.
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