24 JUL 2000
Mahat hi r - BN
BN SUPREME COUNCI L TO DI SCUSS APPLI CATI ONS TO JO N THE COALI TI ON

PUTRAJAYA, July 24 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) suprene
council meeting tomorrow will discuss the applications of several parties
to join the coalition, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d t oday.

"There are several parties which are not BN nenbers but support the BN
Now t hey have asked to becone BN nenbers,” the prinme mnister and BN
chairman told reporters after a dial ogue with about 150 representatives of
wonen' s organi sati ons, here.

Asked whet her the Indian Progressive Front (IPF) led by former MC
vi ce-president Datuk M G Pandithan was one of them he said the |IPF was
one of those interested.

"There's IPF and there're others. But | don't know, | did not see
whet her the | PF has applied," he said.

The | PF's application to join the 14-nmenber BN had previously been

Asked whet her the neeting would di scuss the com ng Sarawak state
el ection, Dr Mahathir said it was not on the agenda.

On the possibility of a cabinet reshuffle, Dr Mahathir said he did not
know about it.

"Didn't hear about it. Sonetinmes | have to wait for the press to tel
me," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting would al so di scuss the problens faced by
t he BN conponents which i ncluded support for the party and governnment and
di fferences in opinion anong the conponent parties which weakened t he
coalition.

On the dial ogue which lasted three hours, he said he heard various
vi ews, conplaints and proposals related to wonmen in the country.

They included a business fund for women, special treatnment for themin
the budget and five-year plan, a centre for research on wonen and their
probl ens, the inplenentation of syariah | aws and injustice to wonen.

"W have noted all these down and we hope to find ways to resol ve them
The governnment will consider their suggestions and if we feel that they are
good, we will inplenment then' he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the Wnen's Day 2000 with the theme "Wanita
2000: Nur - Bermul a dengannu” (Wnen 2000: Nur -- Begins with You) would be
cel ebrated on Aug 25.

Present at the dialogue were his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohaned Ali, and Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Shahri zat Jalil.
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