14 NOV 2000
BN- Candi dat e
BN TO NAVE LUNAS CANDI DATE ON FRI DAY

KULIM Nov 14 (Bernama) -- Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak
Syed Zain said today that the Barisan Nasional (BN) candidate for the Lunas
state by-election will be named on Friday.

"I will meet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on Nov 16.
The followi ng day, | will announce the name of the candidate," he told
reporters at the BN operations roomin Lunas, near here.

A BN neeting woul d be held here on Friday, and the nane of the
candi date from M C woul d be announced after that, he said.

The El ection Comm ssion (EC) today announced that nom nation day for
the Lunas by-election is Nov 21 and, in the event of a contest, polling is
on Nov 29.

In a statement, EC Deputy Chairman Dat uk Abdul | ah Zawawi Mhamed al so
said the electoral roll gazetted yesterday would be used for the
by-election. It contains 26,746 registered voters, including 29 postal
voters, and this nunber is an i ncrease of 565 voters over that in the 1999
electoral roll.

The Lunas seat in Kedah fell vacant when its assenbl yman Dr Joe
Fernandez was shot dead in Bukit Mertajam Penang, on Nov 4.

Asked whet her the holding of the by-election in the fasting nonth woul d
af fect voter turnout anmong Muslins, Syed Razak said this question did not
ari se.

"This is the responsibility of all voters. | urge all Mlays to cone
out and vote although it (polling) falls in the fasting nonth," said Syed
Razak who i s Kedah BN chairman

He al so announced that nore than 40 projects costing R4 nillion had
been approved in principle for inplementation in several villages in Lunas.

"The projects include upgradi ng of roads, surau, halls and nbsques. W
will inplenment themfast," he said.

He sai d devel opnent was a continuous effort, and it was sheer
coi nci dence that the announcenent of projects was made during el ection
tine.

In ALOR SETAR, a spokesman of the EC office in Kedah said the
by-el ection woul d not disrupt the Sijil Pel ajaran Ml aysi a exam nati on
because the 12 schools identified as polling centres were all primary
school s.

"The EC had consi dered the exam nation factor when fixing the polling
date," he told Bernama

The SPM exam nation began yesterday and will end on Dec 4.

He said the KulimDistrict Ofice will be used as the nom nation
centre. There are 19 polling districts in Lunas.

He said 224 EC workers woul d be involved in the by-el ection.
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