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Board of inquiry being set up

Leslie Andres

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Ten days after the arns heist at two mlitary
installations in Gik, Perak, the Defence Mnistry is still "in the
process of setting up a board of inquiry".

The mnistry has neither identified nor appointed nmenbers of the board.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today the mnistry was
in the process of setting up the board and its nenmbers woul d be announced
in two days' tinme.

He said it was inportant that a board of inquiry be set up as, besides
the Home Mnistry, the Defence Mnistry had to have its own input on any
White Paper to be drawn up

Naji b said a thorough inquiry would be conducted to identify who or what
was at fault in the ease with which the Al -M'unah group, |ed by forner
sol di er Mohd Ami n Mohd Razali, nanaged to stage the arns robberies on July
2.

"W have to find out whether human error allowed the incident to take
pl ace, or whether there is a fault in standard operating procedures
governing the security of arnouries.

"Should it be found that certain people were careless in allow ng the
hei sts to take place, stern action will be taken

"They may even have to face a court martial," he said after receiving a
courtesy call fromthe Republic of Indonesia Air Force chief of staff Air
Mar shal Hanafie Asnan at the ministry at Jal an Padang Tenbak.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said the
Governnent woul d draw up a White Paper detailing the events of the Bukit
Jenal i k i ncident |ast week.

The paper will contain a detailed report of the incident, beginning with
the arns heists by nmenbers of the Al Ma'unah cult at a military outpost
and the Territorial Army canp arnmoury in Gik.

Meanwhil e, the New Straits Tines learnt that Najib was expected to hold
a Press conference at his office tonorrow, after a post-Cabinet neeting
with mnistry officials.

It is understood he may announce the formation of the board of inquiry,
following a neeting held at the mnistry this evening.

Asked whet her other soldiers, besides the two who were part of the 27
Al - Ma' unah nenbers detained in Sauk, Perak, |ast Thursday, were identified
as followers of the novenent, Najib said the group's nmenbers incl uded
civil servants, police and sol diers.

He said the ministry was trying to identify whether other soldiers were
just foll owers or active nmenbers, or had provided any "inside informtion"
to the group.

"W will question soldiers who have been identified as followers of the
group before we deci de what action to be taken agai nst them .. whether
they will be asked to retire fromthe service or whether we will allow
themto continue serving the arnmed forces."

Asked whet her the noral e of TA nenbers was affected by the arns heists,
Najib said it was probably so.

He said steps should be taken to boost their norale, adding that TA
battalions should strive to inprove their image and show that security at
their canps was indeed tight.

"I hope they (TA nenbers) do not take this incident to heart, but learn
fromit and do whatever is possible to ensure that security at their canps



is always tight."
Earlier, Najib presented an honorary Pingat Gagah Angkatan Tentera to
Hanafi e.
( END)
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