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Bol | ywood producers to shoot filns in Ml aysia

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSIAw || be featured prom nently in Indian novies follow ng the

pl edged by six fil mproducers fromBol | ywood, one of the world's | argest
filmindustry, to start filmng part of their novies at various |ocations
in the country this year.

The first novie expected to be partly filned on Mal aysi an soil by next
nmont h i s "Paagal pan" or "Madness" by Shogun Fil ns.

Shogun Fi | ns producer divia Augustine said her company woul d hi ghli ght
Mal aysi a' s natural scenic beauty and expl ore the Mal aysi an architecture,
both traditional and nodern, in nmaking "Paagal pan".

August i ne was anong si x ot her Bol | ywood novi e producers who cal |l ed on
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

They were acconpani ed at the neeting by Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni st er Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir.

The ot her five producers in the del egati on are M Deepak Bahry of Bahry
Films, M Rakesh Nath of Dashaka Ads Entertai nnent, M Kuku Kohli of AK
International Mdtion, Ms Priti Sapru of Sai Sapru Creation, and M Vi nal
Kumar of Shinram Chitya Motion Pictures.

They will | eave today for Langkawi , Kuchi ng and Kota Ki nabal u, until
Sunday to scout locations for their films.

Dreanz Unlimted, a conpany owned by Bol | ywood fil mstar Shah Rukh Khan,
has al so indicated interest to shoot its newnovie in Mal aysia, its second
after "Phir Bhi Dil Hai H ndustani".

M Raj Bhatt of the Pro-Inej Productions Sdn Bhd, a | ocal company which
deal s with Shah Rukh Khan's production house, said the filmstar has
i ndicated i nterest to shoot 50 per cent of its second filmin Ml aysi a.
Besi des Shah Rukh Khan, actress Juhi Chawl a will act in the novie.

"I'f work goes well, they may start in July," he said.

At the same press conference, Priti said she was very much interested to
shoot | ocations in Mal aysia as she found that the country has many
beautiful natural sceneries for her filmlocations.

"When | visited Mal aysia recently, | did not have the chance to really
see the beautiful sites of the country. But noww th the hel p of the
Mal aysi an Governnent, | foresee no problens in shooting films in

Mal aysi a, " she said.

She said Mal aysia's beautiful filmlocations, coupled with the
Governnent's assurance to fully facilitate fil mproducers, woul d woo nore
filmmakers to the country.

"Switzerland i s a good exanpl e of a country which gives all the help
necessary for fil mmakers and this was one of the reasons Bol | ywood
producers have taken shots at nore than 100 | ocations in that country,"”
she sai d.

Meanwhi | e, Kuku of AK International Mtion, expects his conpany to be in
Mal aysi a next nonth or the nonth after to shoot its fil mand woul d be
using | ocal dancers, as well as |ocal production |aboratory facilities.

To atract nore novi e and tel evision producers to shoot filns in the
country, Kadir said the Mnistry has set up a special unit which will
serve as a one-stop agency to facilitate the producers to shoot |ocations
in the country.

For instance, he said the producers can now just apply for approval to
shoot at certain |l ocations through the mnistry.

"The Mnistry will al so assist themin seeking potential |ocations for



shooting in Mal aysia," he said, adding the Prime Mnister also showed his
interest to hel p the I ndian producers to use Mal aysi a as their shooting
| ocations.
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