13/09/ 2000

Book that “insults' Islamunder scrutiny

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Home M nistry is scrutinising a book which
cl ai med that Prophet Muhanmad was the first president of an Islam c party,
its Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today.

He said the book had been handed over to the mnistry's officials and
any action to be taken woul d be decided later. He was speaking to
reporters after opening the International Construction Wek 2000 and an
exhi bition.

Yest erday, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said t he book,
Islam Optim s Melangkah Ke Al af Baru: Mengapa Pilih Parti Islam(Islam
Optimstic About Stepping into the New Century: Wiy Choose an Islamc
Party?) had insulted Islam

The book, written by Ibnu Daul ah, contained a nessage witten by Pas
presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor and al so carries photographs of several Pas
| eaders.

Besi des claimng that the Prophet was the | eader of an Islanic party,

t he book had al so declared that other than Pas, all other parties were the
"devil's parties" or secular parties.

"Here (in the book), the Prophet Muhammad is declared to be the | eader
of the first Islamc party, so he is not the Prophet that brings Islamto
us but the | eader of the first Islamc party.

"So the Prophet Miuhanmad set up the first Islamic party, not bringing
the religion ... this is according to this book."

( END)
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