27/ 10/ 2000

Bosni a banking on help fromlslamc countries

MALACCA, Thurs. - Support fromlslamc countries is vital for the
rebui | di ng of Bosni a- Her zegovi na.

Mal aysi a, in particular, has played a significant role in the
reconstruction of the country, Bosni an anbassador to Mal aysia, Osman Misic
sai d.

He added that other Islam c countries had al so provi ded assi stance in
establishing the basis for "a functioning country".

"We are still in the process of reviving the econony. Although a slow
process, we will like to see progress.

"Wth their assistance, we hope we can achi eve faster progress," he
added.

He said this after visiting Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam
yest er day.

The Bosni ans, he added, were grateful to the Ml aysian Governnent for
its assistance

"W hope to enhance ties with Ml aysia which has been supportive of us."

Miusic said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's recent visit
to Bosni a- Herzegovi na recently woul d gi ve fresh i npetus to reconstruction
efforts.

The nmonetary assi stance by Mal aysi a woul d be used to rebuil d nosques
destroyed during the war.

Miusi ¢ added that the Bosnians could I earn a |l ot from Mal aysi a.

"Mal aysia is fast recovering fromthe econonmi ¢ sl owdown which hit it in
1997. We hope to be able to | earn from Mal aysia in rebuil ding our
country," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Mohd Ali said a total of RVb89, 000 had been col | ected by the
State Government to assist the people i n Bosni a- Her zegovi na.
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