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Bowi ng to the winds of change in politics

Har un Hashi m

I Tis an encouraging sign of the times when politicians take stock of the
current situation and bowto the winds of change with an eye to the
future. All over the world rapid changes are taking place. As we enter the
era of globalisation, IT and the k-econony, we too nust change with the
tinmes or be left isolated.

These past few weeks saw nuch heat when it was proposed that Ummo
abolish the three el ected positions of vice president in the party.

The purported reasons for the abolition were that it will curb noney
politics and di scourage the culture of personality cults and factionalism
within the party.

The abolition proposal is a rather typical Ml ay reaction of burning the
nosquito net because of the presence of a single nosquito!

It is true that gaining senior positions in the party hierarchy is the
ticket to high public office like that of Prime Mnister, Deputy Prine
M nister or Mnister but such appoi ntnents are acknow edgenents of
political party |l eadershipin a parlianmentary denocracy.

What had been overl ooked during t he debate was the fact that persons
el ected to be of fice bearers of a political party are expected to | ead
that party, whether or not it is in the Governnent.

When the party is in power it has the ability to inplenment its declared
agenda. What this neans is that it is the party that tells the Governnent
what to do and not the other way round.

The reason for this is sinple. Al nmeasures undertaken by the Gover nment
must have t he support of the party and the ability to carry public support
as wel|.

It is essential, therefore, that party | eaders have the ability to
formul ate policies which benefit the people and the country to win future
el ections.

The exi sting Umo hi erarchy shoul d accordi ngly be retai ned. For added
enphasi s of their inportance within the party, the three vice-presidents
shoul d be designated vice-president for political affairs, vice-president
for economc affairs and vice-president for social affairs, and each be
gi ven the task of coordinating the bureaus within their respective
portfolios. There is really nmuch party work for themto do.

Sabah introduced a systemof a two-year rotation in the office of the
Chi ef M nister between the Miusli mBum putera, non-MislimBum putera and
t he Chi nese to acconmodate the ethnic groups in the State.

Last week, Prinme M nster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhaned, on a visit to
Sabah, said it was up to the people of Sabah to deci de whet her they wanted
the rotation systemto continue.

In Japan, with two-year terns of Prime Mnister nost of the tine, the
country is effectively governed by the civil service bureaucracy.

Past Chief Mnisters under the rotation systemhave | apsed into
political oblivionwhichis agreat |oss of political |eadershipinthe
St at e.

Asolutionistoinvitetheretiring Chief Mnister to join the Federal
Governnment but as tinme goes by, they nmay exceed t he quota reserved for
Sabah.

The better solutionis to nake a forner Chief Mnister a deputy Chi ef
M nister, representing his community in a sort of troika with the Chief
M ni ster and the two deputy Chief Mnisters representing their respective



communi ties.

As in Japan, the rotation systemis not a denotion for past Chief
Mnisters but areality of Sabah politics.

The present Finance Mnister of Japanis a former Prinme Mnister.

A two-year termis thus too short a period for a Chief Mnister to plan
and execute his vision for the State.

Inthe other States, Menteris Besar and Chief M nisters have held office
for up to four terns which is perhaps too long a period. Menteris Besar
and Chief Mnisters should belimted to two consecutive terns.

In Sabah's case a two-year termis definitely too short but in the
spirit of the rotation concept it should be limted to a single five-year
termand rot ated between the three conmuniti es after each | egi sl ative
term

In the aftermath of the Al -M' unah incident in Perak recently,
politicians have enbarked on an onsl aught torid the country of Islanic
devi ati oni sts.

The public can assist the authorities if they are told who the
devi ationists are, and i n what way their teachings are contrary to Islam

Devi ationi st teachings also take the formof the witten word.

Islamic religious authorities should requirethat all Islamc literature
i ncl udi ng the Quran, bear the stanp of approval of the |Islanic Devel opnent
Departnent of Malaysia and nmake it a national offence to offer for sale,
any unapproved publication.

This requirement will go a long way to stanp out devi ati oni st teachi ngs.

For better or for worse, the changes nmade by politicians affect our
daily lives. May wi sdomprevail when changes are nade.
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