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Bri ngi ng Kedah to Kual a Lunpur

DI STANCE is a big factor in the Mal aysian states' efforts to draw

i nvestnents. Kuala Lunpur is where the action is. Upon arrival, nost
busi ness travellers typically head straight for the federal capital and
stay put until departure tinme. Even | ocal comerce and industry tend to
gravitate towards KL and its surroundi ng areas.

Natural Iy, when a state is renoved fromthe country's epicentre of
busi ness, the task of attracting investors becomes nore chal |l engi ng.

Kedah, whose capital, Alor Star, is alnbst 500 kilonetres north of KL, has
found a way to defy geography. It is the first state to set up an
i nvestnent information bureau in KL.

The brainchild of Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain, the
Kedah Trade Centre (KTC) is a broad avenue for marketing the state. The
establi shnment of the centre is akin to the Kedah government bringing the
entire state to the nainstream nmarket, KL, under one roof. It is an
aggressive nove to help increase the inflow of investnents.

"Wth the centre, potential investors do not have to go to Kedah to
enqui re about investnent opportunities. They can cone here to seek
what ever details they need,' said Syed Razak after the centre's officia
openi ng on Sept 26 by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

"I nvestors can even request for appointnents to see nme here instead of
going to ny office in Alor Star.'

KTC functions as a one-stop reference point. If you want to find out
somet hi ng about Kedah, the centre is a good place to start. The idea is to
provi de qui ck and easy access to infornmation about the state, particularly
regardi ng i nvestment opportunities. This is certainly useful to Ml aysi ans
and foreigners in KL who cannot make a trip to Kedah.

It is helpful that KTCis centrally |ocated. The centre is on the 30th
floor of UBN Tower in Jalan P. Ram ee, which is within the Col den
Triangl e. Sonme people may grunbl e about the city traffic, but getting to
the centre is nore convenient, by far, than catching a flight to Al or
Star.

Run by the Kedah State Devel opnment Corporation (better known as PKNK
its Mal ay abbreviation), the centre will be useful to trade conm ssioners
attached with foreign enbassies in KL; chanbers of commerce and i ndustry;
foreign and | ocal investors; consultants and anybody el se keen to know
about Kedah.

The facilities include a resource centre, a conference room an office
cum busi ness centre, a neeting |lounge, a surau and | nternet access.
Because the centre is nanned by a small team the facilities are designed
to be user-friendly.

KTC of fers a range of information and services. Visitors can, for
i nstance, obtain details about the many types of comercial and industrial
properties avail able in Kedah. They can al so get assistance with their
proj ect applications. Although the centre does not provide financing, it
can give advice and identify financial institutions and governnent
agenci es whi ch have such facilities.

According to PKNK chi ef executive Mhanmed Azwar Mahmud, the response has
been encouragi ng. The corporation has drawn up progranmes to i ntroduce KTC
to the public, especially the foreign enbassies. For exanple, on Cct 13,
Syed Razak net officials fromenbassies of several Asian countries at the
centre. In addition, functions in KL invol ving Kedah agencies will be held



at KTC.

The centre al so doubles as a KL office for the state governnment and its
agenci es. Meetings, presentations and appoi ntnments schedul ed in the
federal capital can be held at KTC. Previously, hotel mneeting roonms have
to be booked for such occasions. Wiile in KL, senior state government
officers can use the tine in between neetings and flights nore
productively by working at the centre.
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