16 OCT 2000
Edwar d
BRI TI SH ROYAL COUPLE TO VI SI T MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 16 (Bername) -- The Earl of Wssex, Prince Edward
will visit Malaysia for four days, beginning Oct 22, as an envoy to
reinforce the close ties between Britain and Mal aysia, British Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner here Graham Fry sai d.

"The focus of his visit will be on areas of education, young people,
medi a, and the arts. The Earl is also said to be |ooking forward to
i ntroduci ng Malaysia to his wife," Fry told a nedia briefing here today.

Prince Edward, the youngest son of Queen Elizabeth Il, will be
acconpani ed by his wife the Countess of Wessex, fornerly Sophi e Rhys-Jones.

The royal couple will have an audi ence with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Sul t an Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah and Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Siti
Al shah.

They are al so scheduled to call on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Moharmad and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali and neet
Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Hussei n.

Fry said the Earl and Countess will visit the new sites of the British-
Mal aysia Institute in Gonbak and there Prince Edward open a nultinedia and
conmput er | aboratories funded by Rolls Royce and the Standard Chartered
Bank.

Prince Edward's itinerary also include visiting the University of
Notti nghamin Mal aysia, opening a seminar on new nedia at Galeri Petronas
and attending a royal charity premere of Oscar award-winning British film
Topsy Turvy.

Not overl ooking British comrercial interests in Malaysia, the royal
couple will attend a reception for the Manchest er Chanber of Conmerce and
Mot or Sport Industry Association, whose visit here coincided with that of
the royal couple.

The royal couple will visit the Heli-Asia 2000 Exhi bition here on Cct
25 before leaving for Brunei on the sane day.

This will be Prince Edward's third visit to Malaysia. H s previous
visit was in 1997 and 1998 in his capacity as the President of the
Commonweal t h Ganmes Feder ati on.
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