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BRUNEI ANS COVMM TTED TO MAKI NG APEC 2000 A NATI ONAL SUCCESS

By: Jackson Sawat an

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- A roadside food stall not far
froma five-star hotel here proudly displays a banner wel com ng del egat es
to the neeting of the Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) forumwhich
Brunei is hosting this nonth.

Definitely not part of the Apec 2000 facilities in Jerudong, the stal
| ooks Apec-friendly neverthel ess and can expect business to pick up when
del egates, officials and journalists fromhalf of the world arrive here for
t he neeti ng.

The stall, owned by a Brunei Ml ay, exenplifies the excitenent anbng
324,000 citizens of this oil-rich Sultanate playing host to arguably the
country's largest and nost internationally-significant political neeting
ever.

El sewhere in and around this town, simlar banners and even bi gger
sen - permanent bill boards have cone up while sonme shops are already selling
Apec 2000 nerchandi ses and nenent os.

"This is an inportant event for us, there will be many peopl e,

i mportant people coming to our country and we have to show that we are
capabl e of hosting such a big event," a taxi driver said.

He hinself is | ooking forward to the Apec neeting as -- |like the
roadsi de stall-owner -- it would nean havi ng nore custoners.

"No doubt the organisers will be providing many cars, hundreds of them
to ferry the delegates but they will surely need taxi drivers like us to
take them around when travelling in their personal capacity," he said.

A bookl et on Apec 2000 says the event will "showcase Brunei to the
worl d as never before" especially when 5,000 del egates and close to 2,000
journalists will be in town during week-1ong meeting begi nning Nov 10.

Brunei is so far the snall est Apec econony to host the upconing neeting
but its smallness has inspired Brunei ans even nore to nake Apec 2000 a
success.

Apec, which seeks to pronote growth and econoni c devel opnent in the
Asi a- Pacific region, was formed by 12 foundi ng nenbers nanely Brunei,

Mal aysi a, Australia, Canada, |ndonesia, Japan, South Korea, New Zeal and,
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and the United States.

Since 1989, the year Apec was created, other econom es such as China,
Hong Kong, Tai wan, Mexico, Papua New Cui nea, Chile, Russia, Peru and
Vi et nam have j oi ned the economi ¢ forum

Canberra hosted the inaugural Apec nmeeting in 1989 foll owed by Seattle
(1993), Bogor (1994), GCsaka (1995), Manila (1996), Vancouver (1997), Kual a
Lunmpur (1998) and Auckl and (1999).

Apec founders, recognising the increasing inter-dependence of the
region's economes, wanted to create a stronger regional voice on trade
i ssues.

Fromthe early years of defining Apec's vision of "stability, security
and prosperity for our people", the forumhad since noved on to tackle
various issues and to neet the objective of free trade and i nvest nent
bet ween nmenber countries by 2010 for devel oped nations and 2020 for
devel opi ng ones.

At the Vancouver neeting, Apec identified 15 econom c sectors,
including toys, fish and fish product, gens and jewel |l ery, nedical
equi prrent and instrunents and civil aircraft, for EVSL or early voluntary
sectoral liberalisation to accelerate free trade



A year later in Kuala Lunmpur, agreenent was reached on EVSL for the
first nine sectors nanely toys, fish and fish product, environnmental goods
and services, forestry products, genms and jewel |l ery, energy, chenical,

t el ecomuni cati ons and nmedi cal equi pnent and i nstrunents.

Toppi ng the agenda in | ast year's meeting in Auckl and were people's
prosperity as well as the active participation of wonen and business in
Apec' s worKk.

If the speech by Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah at the Auckl and neeting is any
i ndi cati on of what to expect at the forumlis nmeeting here, then Apec 2000
will pay particular attention to three specific areas
-- smal | and nedi umenterprises, human resource devel opnent and
i nformati on and commruni cati on technol ogy.

The Apec 2000 | eaders' meeting on Nov 15-16 will be preceded by an
i nformal senior officials nmeeting on Nov 10-11, followed by a ninisteria
nmeeting (Nov 12-13), the Apec Business Advisory Council (ABAC) neeting (Nov
13-15) and a business sumit on Nov 13-14.

Wil e here for the annual consultation with Sultan Hassanal
Bol ki ah, Mal aysi an Prine M niser Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad tol d
reporters here over the weekend that he expected the | eaders' neeting to
di scuss gl obal i sati on i ssues.

"I think it will still be gl obalisation issues because many are worried
whet her gl obalisation will bring good or bad to devel opi ng countri es.

Devel oped countries consider gl obalisation as sonething good but it nay not
be so for us,” Dr Mahathir had said.

The stage is already set for another interesting encounter between
menber countries at Apec 2000 Brunei Darussal am
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