17/ 10/ 2000
Budget to bring on smiles (HL)

Ranml an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The 2001 Budget, to be tabled in Parlianment on Cct
27, will be a surplus Budget, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d today.

"Maybe a slight surplus ... although the recent increase in oil prices
has caused some problens,"” he said after chairing a pre-council neeting of
Bari san Nasional MPs and senators before the start of the Parlianment
sessi on today.

In the last three years, the Governnent has tabled deficit Budgets
Sayi ng that the 2001 Budget woul d be "good", the Prine M nister said he
was happy that the econonic recovery had enabl ed the Governnment to table a

peopl e' s budget.

"It (will) be a good one ... for the people. W always think about the
peopl e (thus) we have to manage the econony wel | ."
On whet her civil servants coul d expect any surprises, |ike a generous

bonus paynent, the Prine Mnister said this was up to Finance M ni ster Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Dr Mahathir also said that BN MPs who failed to attend Parli anment
sittings without valid reasons mght not be fieldedinthe next genera
el ection.

Asked whet her the MPs woul d be bl acklisted, he said they woul d not but
their absence woul d be not ed.

Absent eei sm anobng MPs had been a perenni al probl emduring previous
Parliament sittings, sonetines | eadi ng to adj ournnent of proceedi ngs due
to lack of quorum

On the need to i ssue the rem nder, Dr Mahathir said he had to as "t hey
had not turned up in the past".

Wien it was pointed out that there was still a long way to go before the
next general election, the Prime M nister qui pped that "those pl anni ng on
not contesting will not come at all".

Later in the House, Speaker Tun Mohaned Zahir |smail announced that Sik
MP Dat uk Shahnon Ahmad had been granted | eave.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting al so di scussed a notion to be tabl ed by
Opposi tion | eader and Pendang MP Dat uk Fadzil Noor on the oil royalty
payments to Terengganu.

"I believe this will be answered in detail by Dai mduring the 2001
Budget . "

Later, Fadzil failed in his bidto adjourn the House to di scuss the
i ssue when Tun Mohaned Zahir ruled the matter as not urgent.

( END)
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