03 NOV 2000
Mahat hi r - Bumi put er as
BUM PUTERAS CAN NO LONGER BLAME THE COLONI ALI STS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that Bum puteras can no | onger blanme the colonialists or
others if they still fail to change their fate.

He said that the Bum puteras nust strive further to inprove thensel ves
because the mission to further enhance the status and dignity of the race
shoul d be enbraced by all parties and not only Mara and the governnent.

"For four-and-a-half centuries we were col oni sed and prevented from
i mprovi ng oursel ves. W were di sregarded and di sm ssed as though we did not
have any rights at all.

"But now we have attained i ndependence. Maybe 43 years of independence
is insufficient to change not only our fate but also our progress," he said
when | aunchi ng Ri da- Mara gol den jubilee celebrations at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre, here.

Dr Mahat hir however said that Mara, entrusted with the task of changing

the fate of the Mal ays and Bum puteras in the country, was still rel evant
and its agenda nust continue to be pursued.
The prinme minister said that he was still not satisfied with the

outcorme of all the efforts and allocations made by Mara al t hough he was
satisfied with the initiatives taken by the agency.

He said that Bum puteras were still lagging behind in alnost all the
econom ¢ activities even though Mara and ot her agencies and funds had been
set up to assist the Bum puteras.

The Bum puteras thensel ves, he said, should make good use of
opportunities if they wish to obtain effective results fromMara's projects
and assi st ance.

"Actions resorted to like selling subsidised fertilisers or maki ng EPF
wi t hdrawal s for conputer purchase but using the noney on ot her
m scel | aneous purchases will underm ne the | atest governnent's effort to
bal ance the econom ¢ position anong the various races in the country,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that the government was now concerned over the absence
of Bum putera participation in newgrowh centres as they were not keen in
the retail business and nore interested in securing big government
contracts which prom se faster and hi gher returns.

The governnent, he said, had introduced programes to encourage
Bum puteras carry out retail business in the new townships to prevent the
various races from being segregated again and to avoid an unheal t hy soci al
si tuation.

The prime minister said that Mara had been provided capital anounting
to billions of ringgit to assist the Malays and other Bumi puteras in al
fields but the outconme did not reflect the efforts and all ocati ons made and
in fact sonetines the result was very poor.

Today, he said, there were sone who never appreciate the assistance
provi ded, were thankl ess and ungrateful while sone were angry because
repaynments were demanded for | oans granted.

He said that nmost unfortunately, this kind of attitude was instilled by
parties with other notives, placing nore enphasis on their target group
than on the performance of the Malays as a whol e.

"I realise that I will be condenmmed for exposing the mistakes of our
own people the Mal ays, and other Bunmiputeras. But |let the condemation be
hurl ed than having our own race | agging further behind.



"It is nost irresponsible if nore inportance is placed on own
popul arity than on efforts to inprove the situation in our own commnity,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that Mara had sponsored sonme 160, 000 students in | oca
and foreign institutions of higher |earning since 1966, allocating sone RVb
billion, while another 300,000 had been provided training and educati on at
Mara's own educational institutions nationw de.

In ternms of funding, from1951 until |ast August, Rida-Mra provided a
total of RML.2 billion in |oans to sonme 129, 000 peopl e.

A total of 4,433 units of business |ots and manufacturing prenises has
been | eased by Mara to Bumi putera traders and entrepreneurs nationw de
whi | e hundreds or thousands of them have been provided training and
entrepreneuri al gui dance.

At the function, the "Tokoh Ri da-Mara" award was presented to the first
director of Institut Teknol ogi Mara, Tan Sri Arshad Ayob.

Dr Mahat hir al so honoured former Ri da and Mara chairnen and forner
di rectors-general of Mara.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said that the governnent would
study the causes and reasons for the failure in nmeeting the objective to
i mprove the | ot of the Bumi puteras.

For exanple, he said, the governnent woul d study why boys account for
only 35 per cent of the total Bumi putera students at present.

"What are the boys doing...are they studying sonewhere el se or they are
not pursuing further studies. That we would like to know," he said.

- - BERNAMA

AFY AHH RM



	BUMIPUTERAS CAN NO LONGER BLAME THE COLONIALISTS, SAYS PM (Bernama 03/11/2000)

