24 JUL 2000
MAHATHI R- BUSI NESS
BUM S CAN EXCEL | N BUSI NESSES

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernama) -- Bum puteras who venture into
manuf act uri ng and ot her busi nesses could do as well as other races, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad said here tonight.

"The fact that you have a hunbl e begi nni ng need not hold you back if
you are prepared to work hard until you acquire the technol ogy and
know edge, " he sai d.

The prime mnister also said that the Ml aysi an busi ness comunity
shoul d represent a bal ance of all races.

"I have also felt that in a nmulti-racial Mlaysia, there should be
representatives at every level of the three races which nmake up the ngjor
popul ati on of this country," he said when officiating Bangunan
Sapura@M nes, Sapura Group's new corporate headquarters in Seri Kenmbangan
near here.

Dr Mahat hir advised the Malays to break away fromold traditions of
following the footsteps of their fathers that is the Ml ays shoul d becone
farmers and fi shernmen whil e the Chi nese, busi nessnen.

"So what we have to do is to break away fromthe nould to try new
i deas, new ways, new net hods," he added.

He urged Mal aysians to believe in thensel ves and that they can achi eve
any goal s that they have set their mnds on.

Dr Mahathir cited Sapura as an exanple of a successful Bumi putera
busi ness group.

He said its success was a phenonena whi ch everyone shoul d be proud of
as the process of growth is very inportant for a business.

Bangunan Sapura@v nes is an 1l1-storey building built on 5.53 acres
(2.2ha) of land at the Mnes Resort City.

The buil di ng adopts the concept of Islamic architecture clad with
granite, Islamc notive, decoration and Moorish al um ni umdone. -- BERNAMVA
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