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Bush can restore honour and dignity

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

I AWAIT the result of the US presidential election on Wdnesday norni ng

wi th eagerness for two reasons. First, | think it is inportant to be
prepared if Al Gore wins even though Malaysia is insignificant in Arerican
Foreign Policy. It only becomes particularly rel evant because he starts
his tenure with great prejudice against the present governnent. Second
because | do follow Anerican politics even though not as avidly since

com ng hone from New York | ast May.

It does seem as | have said before, a neck-and-neck race, predicted to
be the cl osest presidential election since 1960. My Anerican friends (and
mllions of other Americans) cringe at the prospect of either Al Gore or
George WBush becoming their 43rd President cone Wednesday.

The voters have a tough choice to nmake; either George W Bush will win,
because he certainly appears nore |ikeable and nore inportantly (if | were
an Anerican) nore believable, or Al Gore, because he has been second-in-
command for the | ast eight years and therefore appears to be better
prepared to be President. This is an advantage as well as a poi soned
chalice. Gore is a mgjor figure in the Cinton Adm nistration which
singularly lacks a noral and political ethical code, though a popul ar
adm ni strati on because of the general US economic prosperity.

Much of the canpai gn, because there exists hardly any ideol ogical or
fundanental difference between the Republicans or Denocrats, has focused
on Bush's intellectual capacity, whether he can cope with hol ding what is
supposedly, to sone, the highest political office in the world, and CGore's
awkward personality and efforts by his spin doctors in trying to nake him
seemless a cold fish, |less overbearing and nore credible. Howironic it
is that what is touted as the closest Presidential election in decades
of fers voters a choice of two seem ngly uninspiring candi dates.

Beyond that, and unlike Richard N xon and John Kennedy in 1960, Bush and
Core really offer a choice (personality wi se) that is between apples and
oranges. Their personalities, strengths and weaknesses are so contrasting.
What will count in the dying hours before polling will be what personality
trait the voters think counts for nmost in their President.

The outcome will also be determ ned by what is called Anerican practica
politics, an euphemismfor cynical political dealings which happens so
very often in Anerican el ections, especially in Chicago. N xon, even on
hi s deat hbed, believed that the 1960 el ection was stolen fromhimin Cook
County, Chicago.

I want to see Bush win in the firmbelief that he will go just as far in
bringi ng back norality, honour and dignity to the Wite House. Bush is
"untainted" and | hope he will bring back an extra neasure of talent (even
if he hinself is seen as |acking in that departnment by nmany), such as the
i kes of General Colin Powell, into his Admi nistration.

| al so hope that a Bush Adnmi nistration will see | ess projection of
Anerican military and econoni c m ght overseas, unless Anmerican interests
are really at stake. General Powell is Bush's likely Secretary of State.
CGore, on the other hand, as even The New York Ti nes, one of his staunchest
supporters, has expressed concern, mght sonetines be too eager to project
power overseas.

Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has forewarned Mal aysi ans
that Mal aysia-US bilateral relations mght suffer if Gore becones
President. W all are only too well aware of his preference in Ml aysian



politics.

Wth Gore in the Wiite House and Ri chard Hol brooke as his Secretary of
State, the Ml aysi an opposition parties, Keadilan in particular, is
expected to be transforned into a fully-fl edged Washi ngt on- backed
political opposition to Dr Mahathir and the denocratically el ected Barisan
Nasi onal Governnent.

Several Malays who hate Dr Mahat hir are al ready busy buying influence on
Capitol HlIl. As ny friend Tan Sri Razali Ismail told an audi ence of sone
300 hundred people | ast week, "All the precipitative changes around us
illustrate two basic points; one, everything happens faster and second,
anyt hing that can be done will be done, if not by you, then by someone
el se, somewhere in the world. Let there be no m sunderstandi ng. These
changes can lead to a Il ess kind, less gentle and even | ess predictable
wor | d."

Razal i was speaki ng about gl obalisation and how to treat change. Still
what he said has relevance to the vigorous efforts being nade by severa
Mal ays and their Anerican cohorts in the Arerican capital.

A rare Sunday Star editorial says, "Such action borders on treason
because, sinply put, it is about inviting foreigners to attack our
econony. At the end of the day, the people (rakyat), especially the poor
and weak, will be hurt."

The editorial urges a counter to the canpaign before it danmages the
nation and the welfare of its people. This Government has a great capacity
for tolerance. It believes nore in rhetoric than deeds even when deal i ng
with its dangerous opponents because it says it is a denocratic
governnent, though judging by what is said about it abroad, and as
contended by the Refornmasi boys, no body believes it. Since none of its
opponents within and wi thout believes that this Governnent is denocratic,
what has the Governnent got to lose if it does what it thinks is right for
the country before these boys and their foreign friends do sone rea
danmage?

Learn well from Singapore and China. A Gore Wite House, in particular,
will be tough on us, China, Myanmar and a host of other nations they don't
i ke. However, if you are one of their allies in Wst Asia, where in sone
pl aces there are still no elections, where cronyi smand abuse of power by
the very privileged and very fewis even nore ranpant and pervasive as is
corruption and where the laws are even nore brutal and oppressive, you
will be tolerated and your gross abuse of human rights will be overl ooked.
Your people will not be asked to rise and overthrow the ruling regine if
even to institute denocratic el ections.

Sometines | wonder what if, say 10 years ago (|l say 10 years ago because
| doubt whether the US woul d aut horise such sal es today, but then again
who knows?), all branches of our armed forces nmassively re-equi pped and
noder ni sed by buyi ng Aneri can weapons.

We spent billions of US dollars and with the |ikelihood of spending
further billions nore to continuously upgrade and noderni se the equi pnent
in the future.

It does not matter if the spending on all this military equi prent had
put a severe stress on our reserves, threatened the econony by diverting
funds away from projects which would have directly benefitted the rakyat
and which are nore productive and caused a nmajor arns race in the region
(this would only really concern the powers that be if those involved were
buyi ng weapons fromthe wong firns, of course).

If this had happened, would we be in the predicanent that we are in
today, worrying about who wins the next US Presidential election? Wuld
Core have been so rude to Dr Mahat hir and asked people to rebel ? Wuld
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahimeven still be remenbered and nentioned in the



same breath everytine Malaysia is nentioned by sone peopl e?

| viewthe role of governnent differently. The question whether we can
advance, noving fromwhere we are, is dependant on Putrajaya. Putrajaya
deci des whether to take a bl atant campai gn agai nst national interests (not
agai nst the person of Dr Mahathir) lightly or otherw se.

As the Star urges, and | agree with it, Putrajaya nust nip it in the bud
before these boys derail national planning and weck the econony. It is no
sheer coincidence that the snear canpai gns have been renewed with vi gour
to ensure that their icon is put back in the spotlight.

In Washi ngton, there are as nmany influence peddl ers, |obbyists and what
have you, as there are Datuks and Datins in our nation. They are paid to
attenpt to influence governnmental decisions and particularly |egislation
in the Congress.

The reformasi boys have engaged | obbyi sts and via these peopl e they have
got six Congressmen and a Congresswonan to do their bidding. It is a |long
process before what they want reaches the floor of the Congress.

Still, we nust not take things for granted. He who does so inperils
hi nsel f. Students of Anmerican politics will recall all about the China
| obby, Israel or Jew sh | obby and of |ate, even the Arab | obby. Now, it
seens, the nost recent is the Ml aysian Refornasi | obby.

The China | obby supported Chi ang Kai - Shek and Tai wan, and for 22 years
it succeeded to keep Taiwan (posing as China) in the United Nations (UN).
Personal ly, | was delighted when | acconpani ed Tun Razak to the UNin 1971
to witness Tun Razak personally voting in favour of China's adm ssion to
the UN. In the end the China | obby was viewed as havi ng been over-rated
when Ni xon went to China in 1972.

The Israel or Jewi sh | obby is the nost powerful as well as the nost
successful. The Arab | obby pal es in conparison. The nascent Refornasi
| obby it seens is not devoid of connections with various | obby groups on
Capitol HIl.

The shuttlecock is nowin Putrajaya's side of the court. The player can
smash, | ob, drop or send the shuttlecock out. | have no doubt the player
will be incredibly resourceful, imaginative and adept, as he has been in
the past. As a result | have no doubt if he remains as such, Ml aysia
shoul d survive and thrive whoever noves into the Wite House on Wednesday.
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