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THE | ast cliffhanger | remenber was who shot JR It kept the Anericans and
wor | dwi de fol |l owers of the soap opera Dall as i n suspense for nonths before
it was reveal ed that Sue Ellen's sister Kristin (played by Mary Crosby)
had pul l ed the trigger.

For the past five weeks another cliffhanger had viewers switching from
one news channel to another as they tried to keep track of the happeni ngs
in Florida to find out who would take the hot seat in the Oval Ofice in
Washi ngt on.

It was a close call with the US Supreme Court deciding 5:4 to deny Al
Gore's insistence that ballots in certain counties be manual | y count ed.

The deci si on paved the way for George W Bush to beconme the 43rd
President of the US and only the fourth person to nove into the Wite
House after coming second in the popul ar vote.

Now t hat the deci si on has been made, Bush has the arduous task of
putting together a strong governnment which can carry out its programres
and policies.

Al t hough Bush began his el ection canpaign in Septenber | ast year in a
very uncharacteristic fashion - stunbling for a nessage, hounded by mi nor
m sst eps and mangl ed el ocution on the canpaign trail, he surprised many
doubtful voters by effectively conpeting against Gore in three
presidential debates.

It has been reported that in the foreign policy realm he believes
Eur opean countri es shoul d shoul der nore of their defence needs and foreign
ai d shoul d be directed towards encouraging free-market reforns, and
undeservi ng debt or governnents shoul d not be bail ed out.

On the M ddl e East, he has praised the Cinton adnministration's peace
efforts but sonme of his advi sers say the adni ni strati on has been over-
hasty in seeking a deal withinits own tinme-frane.

He has naned as Secretary of State Colin Powell, 63, who woul d be the
first black to serve in the post. The retired general was chai rman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff from1989 to 1993 under the George Bush Sr and
dinton adm nistrations.

It cannot be doubted, that in the unipolar world of today, the US w el ds
a lot of influence. Being one of the nost devel oped and ri chest nati ons,
it has a strong voice in the international community.

It is hoped that the new Bush administration will be nore open to the
vi ews of other nations, organi sations and i ndividuals, and be fair in
maki ng deci si ons that woul d have an i npact on other countries.

Bush, being a sel f-proclai ned del egat or and macro-nmanager, is generally
expected to have a pool of advisers for foreign policy and other fields
and hopefully will be nore intouchwiththe reality of situations in
ot her parts of the world.

It is hoped that he will take a | eaf fromthe pages of his father's book
and hol d consultations with other | eaders before naki ng deci si ons.

The el der Bush i s known to have tel ephoned worl d | eaders (i ncl udi ng
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad) when he wanted their
support in nmajor decisions involving the United Nations Security Council.

Many anal ysts are of the opinion that the Republican President will have
a different agenda fromdintonin dealing with Asia including possibly a
tougher line on China, reinforced support for Taiwan and wi || breat he new
life into the relationship with Japan



Washi ngt on needs to be pragmatic and practical inits approach and its
deci sions and policies should not herald a new Cold War that could
destabil i se the bal ance of power in Asia.

Deci si ons on Asi a should take into cogni sance the intricate relationship
bet ween Asi an countries and the various mechani sns and confi dence-buil di ng
measures undertaken in the region to ensure stability and harnony.

Apart frombilateral nodalities, the Asean-initiated Asean Regi ona
Forum (ARF) which al so includes the US, has becone an excell ent avenue to
di scuss security i ssues and ease tensions in the region

The ARF neeting last July for the first tine included North Korea and
t hus brought together nearly all the major players in Asia, and al so
Asean' s di al ogue partners, which makes it possible to hold constructive
di scussions on issues affecting the region. Being part of the ARF, the US
isinagood position to broach any subject on regional security and al so
listen to the views and explanations of fellow nenbers on the actua
situation on the ground.

Its is hoped that the Secretary of State, who will nobst probably be
attendi ng the next ARF, will "get the feel" of the situation in Asia
bef ore enbar ki ng on nmaj or changes in US policy towards Asia.

I nstead of portraying itself as the "policenman of the world", the Bush
adm ni stration stands to gai n much nore respect fromthe i nternationa
comunity by becoming a "friend of the world".

By havi ng advi sors well-versed in Asian issues and prepared to engage in
di al ogues wi th Asian nations, the new adm nistration can gain the
confidence of countries in this region and enbark on joint, nmutually
beneficial progranmes

The worl d, having waited patiently for the conplex US systemto nane its
| eader, nowwaits for Bush and his teamto spell out its foreign policy
objectives. It is hoped these will strengthen ties anong nati ons and bri ng
about a world order where every nation has a role to play.

( END)



	Bush must be open to others' views (NST 18/12/2000)

