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By the way, where did you graduate fronf?

Mari am Tan Abdul I ah

MY former workplace had a hi gh nunber of recruits who graduated from
Australia. Is it a mere coincidence that the manager who hired t hem was
an Aussi e graduate hinsel f?

Mal ay Col | ege Kual a Kangsar, Victoria Institution, St John's Institution
and Royal Mlitary College conjure up hallowed halls of |earning which
produce prodigi ous nunbers of prom nent novers and shakers in the
boardroom political arena and hi gh society.

Cast the net wider and flash the old school ties of Oxford and
Canbri dge, Eton or Marl borough and you have what the Cantonese say, "Sic
heong", neaning carry nore weight, in nane al one and by virtue of them
bei ng abroad. It al nost al ways draws concl usi ons of a nobneyed background.

The ol d-boy network nmay be self perpetuating. Fornmer pupils of top
school s woul d occupy many of the best jobs and recruit the next generation
of workers fromtheir own kind.

There is a snob appeal of ol d-school connections. Oxbridge is perceived
to produce higher quality graduates.

Human resources personnel seek candi dates froma recogni sed or |ong
established institution rather than universities which have been upgraded
frompol yt echni ¢ st at us.

Sonme institutions are deened to produce star students in certain fields
and may be offered jobs, even with a | ower-class degree.

Does the notion of products of elite schools getting jobs on the
strength of their connections rather than their abilities still hold sway?

There may be reverse discrimnation. Some may discrinnate against
peopl e with prem er school backgrounds. A prima donna with arrogant
attitude nay prove to be the spanner in the works. Who wants a toff from
an ivory tower whiling away time before he inherits the estate?

Greater neritocracy may be achi eved when the old school tie | oses
i nfluence and recruiters are nore open to so called second-tier tertiary
instituitions.

In his speech at the official opening of Universiti Tenaga Nasi onal | ast
week, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad enphasi sed t he
i nportance of tie-ups between | ocal and foreign universities. He said such
a nove woul d ensure the high standard of Ml aysi an educati on.

"Through tie-ups with well-known universities, the chances of
recognition are better."

So, where did you say you graduated fron®
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