10/ 08/ 2000
Cabinet to reduce toll rate increase of 2 hi ghways

Ham sah Ham d
THE Cabi net yesterday agreed in principle to reduce the rate of tol
i ncrease at the Serenban-Port Di ckson and Kul i m Butterworth highways.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu said new quantum of increase
wi || be announced next Wednesday after the mnistry presented a working
paper on that matter at the Cabi net neeting.

"I have been asked to submit a working paper next week on the mnistry's
reconmmendat i ons where the Cabinet will consider all the problens and the
extra conpensation that the Governnent has to pay (to the concessionaire)
before giving its approval ," he told reporters after the visit by menbers
of Cabinet to Petronas Twin Tower in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday.

The three-hour visit to the tallest building in the world was led Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad. Al so present were Petronas
chai rman Tan Sri Azizan Zai nal Abidin and Petronas president Tan Sri
Hassan Meri can

Sany Vellu said if the Cabinet approves the newtoll rates at its next
nmeeting, the rates will be enforced within two weeks' tine as the new
rates have to be gazetted first.

The ministry had earlier this nonth announced a RM2.60 toll for using
t he Serenban-Port Di ckson Hi ghway, an increase of 50 sen over the previous
rate.

Users of the Butterworth-KulimExpressway neanwhil e are paying a total
of RM2. 10 conprising RML. 10 at the Butterworth Plaza and another RML at
the Kulim Pl aza.

Samy Vellu said the ministry will suggest a reasonable rate that can be
accepted by the rakyat but this would invol ve conpensati on which the
Governnent has to pay to concessionaires of both hi ghways.

He said the Governnment has paid RML.2 million in conpensation to the
conmpany hol di ng the concession for the Serenban-Port Di ckson H ghway for
disallowing it to increase the toll on January 1 this year.

The mnister said he had raised the issue of the toll rates to the
Cabi net follow ng conplaints fromroad users that the toll rates are too
hi gher.

Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri |sa Sanmad had al so requested the
mnistry to reviewthe rate at the Serenban-Port Di ckson hi ghway.

Bernanma reports: Project Lebuhraya Utara-Selatan Bhd (Pl us) wants
motorists to switch to smart-tag or the E-Paynent System (EPS) to avoid
stoppi ng and del ays at Toll Pl azas.

Pl us chi ef operating officer Mohd Hussein Ab Hanid said an equi pnent
costing RM220 had to be installed on their wind screen and an infra-red
light would automatically clear the way for themto pass through the tol
gate.

The "touch and go" card, which should be bought separately and installed
i nside the car woul d show t he anobunt bei ng deducted for toll as the
vehi cl e passed t hrough, he added.

Sonme 60, 000 notorists or 30 to 40 per cent of expressway users in the
central region were using the equi pnment, a product of Austrian technol ogy,
but assenbled locally, he told reporters after hosting a dinner for the
mass nedia in Sg Petani |ast night.

The smart-tag facility was available at 15 toll plazas in the centra
regi on between Bukit Beruntung and Senawang.

Mohd Hussein said to encourage nore notorists to switch to "smart tag",



Plus introduced the facility at five nore toll plazas in the northern,
central and southern regi ons on August 7.
The toll plazas are at Sungai Dua, Juru and Jel apang (northern region),
I poh Selatan for the central region and Skudai in the southern region.
"Plus will study the rate of use of the smart tag at all toll plazas to
determine if their use can be extended to all toll plazas," he said.
( END)
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