28/ 09/ 2000

Cabi net green light for trans-Asian rail link

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net has endorsed the proposal to build the
trans-Asian rail |link and has appointed two consultancy firns to carry out
feasibility studies.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said KL Consult and
Za' aba consul tants have been selected to carry out prelimnary studies on
the feasibility of the rail links fromnow until 2003.

Speaking at a Press conference after chairing his mnistry's weekly
post - Cabi net neeting today, Dr Ling said the expected tine-frane to
conpl ete the 4,000kmto 5,000km project is three years from 2003.

He said the expected cost for the project is US$2.5 billion (RW.5
billion) but declined to el aborate on which parties were going to bear the
costs.

"There has been suggestions of privatisation but |let the governnents and
the private sector handle the matter," he said.

Dr Ling said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad woul d i nform
ot her Asean | eaders on the Cabinet's decision at the group's sumit (in
Si ngapore) later this year

He reiterated that the railway link would bring |ots of economc
benefits to surrounding towns and cities once conpl et ed.

"I't will be a simlar case to when the North-South Expressway was
conpl eted previously. Many surroundi ng towns and cities benefited due to
accessibility," he said.

The idea of a trans-Asian rail link was nooted by Dr Mahathir at the
Asean Summit in 1995 to connect Singapore, Ml aysia, Thail and, Canbodi a,
Vi et nam Laos and Myanmar to Kunning, China.
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