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CABLE CAR I N LANGKAW | F NOT TOO COSTLY, SAYS MAHATHI R

LANGKAW , March 11 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahahir
announced today two new plans to boost tourismon the island, a cable car
for GQunung Matci ncang and restorati on of beaches at Kok.

Dr Mahathir said the cable car project is an attractive proposition,
provided it is not too costly.

"I saw the Gunung Matcincang fromhelicopter...it's attractive, if we
can do it provided it's not too costly,” he told reporters after visiting
devel opnent projects on the island, including an Oriental settlenent at
Tel uk Burau, shopping centre of branded goods and crystal settlenent at
Pul au Rebak, here.

The erosion at Kok, if not tackled, could adversely affect another
touri st asset belonging to the Langkawi Devel opment Authority (LADA), the
summer place of Thai architecture.

The place built at a cost of RML million was used in the filmng of the
nmovi e, "Anna and The King". The fil m producer, 20th Century Fox handed over
the set to LADA after filmng was conpleted in md April |ast year.

Dr Mahathir said the tourismrelated projects had succeeded in
attracting nore tourists to the island.

"I notice that the restaurant atop the kel ong at Tel uk Burau here seens
popul ar anmong tourists especially from Europe to dine and unwi nd after
being in the hot sun during the day," he said.

He was confident that Oriental settlenment could attract nore tourists.

He said he also visited the crystal settlement devel oped by
Langkaw i Crystaal Sdn Bhd and the hard stand for servicing the yachts using
the marina at Pul au Rebak.

LADA general manager Datuk Abdul Halil Mitalib, comrenting on the cable
car proposal, said it would Iink the peak of 708-netre Gunung Matci ncang
with the Oiental settlenent at Tel uk Burau.

He said LADA woul d submit the proposal to the governnent soon.
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