25/ 11/ 2000

Call for equality for Asean reps at neetings

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said all Asean nenbers
shoul d be treated equal ly at international forums and nmust be given the
opportunity to participate in them

Speaking to reporters at the end of the Asean+3 neeting, Dr Mahathir
sai d | eaders attendi ng the neeting were of the opi nion that Asean nenbers
shoul d not be differentiated i n any way.

Dr Mahat hir was maki ng obvi ous reference to the schedul ed Asi a- Eur ope
M nisterial Meeting in Vientiane next nmonth which the European Uni on feels
shoul d not be participated by Myannar.

They al so feel that Canbodi a and Laos shoul d not partici pate because
they had only recently becone nenbers of Asean and were not the original
signatories to the Asean- European Economni ¢ Co-operation Agreenent in 1981.

"When we attend neetings, we want to attend as an Asean groupi ng. At the
nmonent, Asean appears to broken up because Myanmar, Laos and Canbodi a are
being left out.

"On the other hand, all the European Uni on nenbers are parti cipating,"
he said.

On the Trans-Asia Railway link, Dr Mahathir said all countries were
supportive of the idea including China, Japan and South Korea.

However, he said the rail |ink between Singapore and Kunmi ng was only
rel evant to countries in the mainland.

"But countries |ike Brunei, the Philippines and | ndonesia who are not in
t he mai nl and woul d al so li ke to be integrated.

"As such we are now | ooki ng at upgradi ng our sea and river
transportati on systemto i ntegrate these countries," he said.

A Mal aysi an proposal that all Asean countries strive to inprove the
conmand of the English | anguage was accepted by all at the summt.
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