05/ 01/ 2000

Call to heed supreme council's suggestion

ALOR STAR, Tues. - Newly appoi nted Kedah Umo |iaison conmittee chairnman
Dat uk Syed Razak Syed Zain wants all Umo divisions in the State to heed
the Umo suprene council's advice not to pronote contests for the top two
party posts.

The Menteri Besar al so expressed the hope that the 15 divisions would
gi ve undi vi ded support to party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
and deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi to remain in their
posts.

Syed Razak said while it was inportant that Dr Mahathir continue | eading
Umo, the deputy president post should not be contested because the deputy
presi dent woul d eventual ly take over the presidency.

On whether the State Umo would pronote a | eader to go for one of the
three vice-president's posts, Syed Razak said the matter had not been
deci ded yet.

Syed Razak was appoi nted Kedah's new |liaison chief and a Suprene Counci
menber at the Council's neeting yesterday. He took over the liaison
chief's post fromTan Sri Sanusi Junid.

On the State Umo, Syed Razak said his immediate task was to streamine
work and administration of all the divisions to suit current and future
needs, especially in handling the younger generation and facing new
chal | enges.

"W have noved into the new m |l enniumand several areas |ike
i nformati on technol ogy have to be | ooked i nto and, where necessary,
adj ustnents made, " he said after presenting Hari Raya Puasa goodies to
patients at the Alor Star General hospital

Anot her inportant task he said woul d be nmeasures that woul d ensure party
| eaders who had been sidelined or who lost in the | ast general election,
continue serving the party effectively.

Syed Razak expressed hope that heads of departments in the State reduce
red-tape and provide information to the press and public to portray
transparency in the Governnment's adm ni stration.

The Menteri Besar also said certain senior Kedah Civil Service officers
woul d act as menbers of the "think-tank” for the State.

He woul d al so be neeting ulamak to i nprove nosques' adm nistration and
matters related to religious affairs.
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