13/ 08/ 2000

Call to separate posts of Menteri Besar and State Umo chairman

KLANG Sat. - Several Umo | eaders in Selangor want a departure fromthe
present systemwhere the Menteri Besar is also chairman of the party
I'iai son committee

They prefer to have a dynani c and experienced politician to | ead the
State whil e another | eader | eads the party at State | evel .

The sudden resignation of Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar on Thursday, after
over three years as the Menteri Besar, had |l ed to brain-storming and
serious thinking anong many Umo | eaders.

They feel that it is time that Sel angor, a fast-devel opi ng and highly
popul ated State, has a Menteri Besar who can fully concentrate on State
affairs while another person devotes his tine to party natters

"The present systemwhere the Menteri Besar is automatically the
chai rman of the State Umo |iai son commttee must change as the party is
al so dragged i nto the picture when the Menteri Besar resigns," an Umo
| eader said.

The tal k anong Umo | eaders in Selangor is that former Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Muhammad Muhamad Tai b, who is nowthe State deputy Umo chief, is the
best person to | ead Umo Sel angor.

Sone Umo nmenbers say t hat Muhanmad, who resigned as Menteri Besar and

State Umo |iaison conmittee chairman in April 1997, still has strong
support.

A few have openly decl ared that they want hi mback.

Umo Sel angor | eaders felt that Muhanmmad could still head the State

Iiaison conmittee even t hough he woul d not be Menteri Besar

According to them Mihanmad, who is al so an Umo vice-presi dent, has the
calibre and drive to strengthen the party in Sel angor due to strong
grassroots support.

As for the post of Menteri Besar, the list could be narrowed down to
three of the 11 potential candidates.

They are Dat uk Dr Zai nal Abi din Ahrmad, 61; Datuk Mohd Sharif Jaj ang, 57;
and Dat uk Mokht ar Dahal an, 56.

Zainal Abidinis the Deputy Menteri Besar; Mhd Sharif heads the State
Infrastructure, I nformation and I nformati on Technol ogy Committee and
Mokht ar heads t he State Housi ng, Local Governnment and Squatters Committee.

Zainal Abidin is saidto be the nost capabl e as he has the academ c
qual i fications and vast experience in politics and State admi ni strati on.

Sel angor Umo Youth chief Dr Kari mMansor said the Youth wi ng woul d
extend its full co-operation and support to the person appoi nted by Prine
M ni ster and party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

Hul u Sel angor Umo Yout h divi sion chairman Kansani Mahful, who is State
Ummo Yout h trai ni ng bureau chai rman, sai d there was no reason why Mihanmad
coul d not be appointed State Umo |iai son committee chairnan

"I'f Muhammad is to be the Menteri Besar, there would be a need for a by-
el ection.

"I don't think this is the time to have a by-election in Sel angor."
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