13/ 07/ 2000

Call to set up i ndependent comni ssion

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Opposition MPs today called on the Governnent to set
up an i ndependent comnmission of inquiry to investigate the Gik arnms hei st
and host age-taking i ncident |ast week.

In a statenent distributed to reporters in Parliament, they said besides
menbers fromthe Governnent, the comm ssion should al so conprise
representatives fromnon-governnental organisations and the Opposition.

They also criticised Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for
his remarks yesterday that the people mght get hurt if they supported the
wrong ki nd of ideas.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked by reporters about what kind of
assurance the Government could give to non-Mislins after the killing of
two non-Muslimsecurity officers foll owi ng the arns robbery.

According to the MPs, the fact that people in Kelantan and Terengganu
were living in peace was proof that non-Mislins had not been poorly
treated.
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