04 JAN 2000
Mahat hi r - Umo/ BM
CANMPAI GN DECENTLY, DR MAHATHI R ADVI SES ASPI Rl NG UVMNO VEEPS

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 4 (Bernama) -- Cbserve ethics, nmaintain decency and
avoi d using noney to woo support when canpai gni ng: these are Prine Mnister
and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad' s advice to party menbers
vying for posts in the Umo elections in My.

Dr Mahathir said his advice, which he conveyed at yesterday's neeting
of the Umo Suprene Council in Kuala Lunpur,also applied to party nenbers
securing support for the candi dates.

"I"ve asked of themthat canpaigning be conducted in an orderly and
et hi cal manner and without dangling noney and ot her inducenents,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said this in an interview with Radi o and Tel evi sion
Mal aysia (RTM after taping his Aidil Fitri nessage at the Prine Mnister's
Depart ment here today.

He sai d canpai gners should not be too obsessed with securing positions
for their candidates at the expense of party unity.

"Loyalty to their own candi dates should not be allowed to split and
divide the party," he said.

Yesterday's council neeting proposed that Dr Mahathir be re-nom nated
to the presidency and Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi, nomi nated to the nunber two post.

It al so unani nously adopted a stand for no contest for the posts of
presi dent and deputy president in the comng party elections.

Asked about this, Dr Mahathir said it was not the party's official
deci si on.

The Suprene Council's decision was unani nous but this did not nmean it
was an official decision. It was only the council's stand, he said.

"But as a Suprene Council, it obviously has influence,” he said.

The council al so resol ved to advise Umo divisions not to subnmit other
nom nations for the two posts, he said.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob announced after
yesterday's neeting that all state Umo |iaison chairmen would advise their
di vi si ons hol di ng del egates' neeting to enmulate the council in namng their

nom nees for the two positions.

Umo is slated to hold a three-day general assenbly from May 11 to be
preceded by the assenblies of the youth and wonen's w ngs on May 10.

Divisions are to hold del egates' neetings during a six-week period from
Jan 16.
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