04/ 02/ 2000
Canpai gni ng al l owed (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Umo suprene council today all owed canpai gni ng
inthe party elections in May but candi dates have to observe a code of
ethics to keep out nmoney politics and abuse of power.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said the code was to
ensure that the election process was free of unhealthy practices.

Campai gni ng was banned in the last party election in 1996.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after chairing a four-hour neeting of the
council at Menara Dato' Onn, the Prime Mnister said the regul ati ons were
not intended to curb the freedomof nmenbers but to ensure the party
remai ned i ntact.

"Umo is a free party ... but if nmenbers want to go against it (the code
of ethics), they nmust be prepared to face the consequences," he said.

The code was drafted by the party managenent and di sciplinary conmttee
chaired by vice-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .

In 1996, other restrictions were also inposed prior to the party
el ections.

Del egates were not allowed to demand noney, favours or trips from
candi dates in exchange for votes. Party programmes were al so postponed to
prevent candi dates fromusing them as canpai gn pl atforms.

On whet her the code of ethics would be seen as infringing the rights of
menbers, Dr Mahathir said there were codes of ethics everywhere and t hat
human bei ngs needed guidelines inlife.

On why candi dates were now al | owed to canpai gn, Abdullah said the
deci sion was nade followi ng a neeting wi th divisional secretaries who
argued that a ban on canpai gning woul d be unfair to candi dates, especially
t he new ones.

El aborating on the code of ethics, Abdullah said it was divided into
three categories - noney politics, abuse of power and restrictions on
di vi sions and branches. O fenders woul d be banned from contesti ng.

Among the restrictions are:

* @ving out gifts;

* Threatening to sack or denote sonmeone if they do not nominate them as
candi dates. Prom ses of pronotions are al so disall owed;

* Candi dates cannot invite delegates to functions |Iike dinners which are
paid for fromtheir entertai nment all owances;

* Footing the food and | odging bills for delegates to the assenbly;

* Making use of their positions to win votes i.e a candi date who chairs
a State Econom c Devel opnent Corporation cannot use SEDC buses to ferry
del egat es and observers to the assenbly;

* Divisions and branches are not allowed to organi se activities and
events for candi dates; and

* Seeki ng sponsorship fromcandi dates to finance their activities.

Asked whet her the decision to all ow canpai gni ng woul d nake the el ection
nore i ntense, Dr Mahathir said:

"We will not know whether it will be intense or not.

"If newspapers don't give too nmuch coverage, it will be | ess heated.

"There is no need to pay nuch attention to Umo el ection stories. There
are many other stories that can be reported."

( END)
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