26/ 04/ 2000
Candi dates for Umo top posts agree to stop canpai gni ng

Kamar ul Yunus
ALL candi dates vying for the top posts at Umo's el ecti on on May 11 have
agreed to cease all contact with del egates who will vote on that day.

Candi dates and del egates will not neet, call one another, or communicate
via fascim | e and ot her channels until the general assenbly next nonth
when the el ection will be held, said Prinme M nister and Umo presi dent
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

The restrictions are part of efforts by the party's leaders to curb
corruption and noney politics, to avoid suspicions and to ensure t hat
everyone stops canpai gning for the el ection.

Al party conventions at state levels will also be deferred until after
the general assenbly.

Speaki ng to newsnen i n Putraj aya yesterday, Dr Mahathir sai d candi dates
vyi ng for the posts of Umo vice president, head and deputy head of Wanita
Umo and deputy head of Umo Yout h have pl edged to cease canpai gni ng for
the el ection.

Dr Mahathir said the candi dates al so agreed to curb noney politics and
ensure that the contest for the posts takes place in a healthy famly
spirit.

The candi dat es reached the agreenent at a neeting with Dr Mahathir on
Monday ni ght .

He said the measures were proposed by the candi dates thensel ves. Al the
candi dat es al so si gned an acknowl edgenent | etter on t he agreenent.

"For the sake of safeguarding the interest of the party, religion and
country, they have agreed and gi ven their undertaki ng not to proceed with
t hei r canpai gning i n whatever form" he said.

Dr Mahathir said their agreenent to stop any formof canpai gni ng
i ncl uded what ever canpai gns conduct ed by their supporters, representatives
or agents, whether directly or indirectly.

The candi dates will not contact the del egates or allowthe del egates to
contact themin any manner including visiting themat hone, through the
tel ephone, facsimle and other channel s.

"I will also nmeet with candi dates vying for the suprenme council post
soon and try to coax theminto naking a simlar pledge," he said.

On ways to ensure that the candi dates and del egat es woul d not canpai gn
and resort to nmoney politics, Dr Mahathir said they will be nonitored by
certain groups of people whose identities will not be conprom sed.

He al so sought the cooperation fromthe press not to wite anal ytical
pi eces on supposed nmerits and denerits of the candi dates vying for the top
posts in Umo.

( END)
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