30/ 04/ 2000
Candi dat es get nod to canpai gn

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Candi dates vying for Umo suprene council positions
can canpai gn but not excessively, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said

t oday.

The Umo president said they had agreed not to go overboard in their
campai gni ng and al so pl edged not to indulge in noney politics.

He said the assurance was given by 59 of the 63 aspirants for the
supreme council positions during a nmeeting at his official residence in
Putraj aya | ast night.

Dr Mahathir said if the aspirants went overboard in their canpaigning,
this mght be m sconstrued as indulging in nmoney politics.

"However, they said that they woul d not engage in nmoney politics but
i nstead canpaign legitimately. | told themnot to do anything which is
bad," he told reporters after opening a synposiumon "Malay ldentity in
the 21st Century" at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

The synposiumwas in conjunction with the setting up of the Za' aba Chair
at Universiti Pendidi kan Sultan Idris.

Asked about the purpose of the neeting, Dr Mahathir said it was to
explain to menbers the situation in the party.

"I told themto explain to menbers the situation in Umo and not to do
anything that will tarnish the popularity of the party."

At stake are 25 positions in the suprene council. Dr Mahathir said the
pl edge not to indulge in noney politics and unethical canpai gni ng was nade
by the aspirants and not upon his instruction.

"I't was not ny instruction... it was their decision. |I merely expl ai ned
the situation in Umo," he said, adding that it was simlar to that made
by 15 candi dates contesting for posts of Umo vice-president, Wanita and
Yout h heads and deputy heads.

The pl edge by those vying for the top posts, nade before Dr Mahathir on
Monday, was to stemnoney politics in Umo and to pronote a heal thy
el ection next nonth.

However, anyone found breaching the pl edge woul d have his or her
m sconduct exposed during the general assenbly starting May 11

The 15 al so signed a four-point pledge before the party president.

They, anong ot her things, pledged to discontinue any form of
campai gning, refrain frompractising noney or corrupt politics, stop any
formof canpai gning by supporters, representatives and agents, whether
directly or indirectly, and refrain fromcontacting del egates or all ow ng
del egates to contact themin any way what soever.

Yest erday, Perlis Ummo chief and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan
Kassi m had said after the neeting that those present had unani nously
agreed to stop all formof canpaigning in an effort to eradi cate noney
politics.

However, Umo youth exco nenmber and Bank Sinmpanan Nasi onal chairnman
Dat uk Abdul Azi m Ahmad Zabidi, who is also vying for a seat in the
council, had said at |east six other aspirants had requested for sone form
of canpaigning to introduce thensel ves.
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