16/ 07/ 2000
Care for environs, developers told

Tan Chin Siang

KUCHI NG Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad t oday
decl ared open the RVMb0O0 nillion Borneo Hi ghlands Resort with a call to
devel opers to always be mi ndful of the need to preserve the environnent
when i nmpl enenti ng proj ects.

He said the environnent nust be cared for so that it could be enjoyed by
Mal aysi ans and the world community in perpetuity.

"We have a lot nore tourismrelated products to be established in
Mal aysia in the future, but we nmust be careful that such projects do not
destroy the environnent."

Dr Mahathir |amented that sone devel opers had in the past expressed
concern for the conservation of hilly areas and forests but when the
Governnent gave themthe go-ahead to devel op these areas, they flattened
the hills and cut down the trees instead.

The Borneo Hi ghl ands Resort, which is jointly devel oped by Country
Hei ght s Hol di ngs Berhad and the Sarawak Land Custody and Devel opnent
Authority, is located in the Penrissen Hi ghlands, sonme 65kmfromthe city.

The Penrissen Hi ghl ands on the Sarawak- Kal i mantan (I ndonesi a) border and
the hi ghest point is the 1,329m Gunung Penri ssen.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia could take pride in the fact that npst of its
devel opnent projects had benefited the | ocals.

"This is in stark contrast to the situation in certain countries where
the locals were displaced fromtheir own |and to nmake way for devel opnent.

"I amglad that Lee (Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew, the nmanagi ng director of CHHB)
gave this matter due considerati on when establishing this resort.

"l understand that he even has plans to open up a school around here,"
Dr Mahat hir said.

In his speech, Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud
commended Lee for doing what "many of us are scared to do".

He said building the resort was an extrenely chall enging job, especially
inrelation to | ogistics.

Lee, in his speech, said the resort would be recogni sed as one of the
best highland resorts in the future.

To ensure that the resort attracts worldw de attention, he plans to use
successful marketing nodels from previous projects such as the M nes
Resort Gity.

In ternms of pollution, he said: "Were possible, we will use advances in
technol ogy to reduce pollution. | aimto inpose non-snoking zone in this
entire resort and allow only el ectrical or sol ar-powered vehicles to be
used," said Lee.
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